
DEVOTIONS FOR MATTHEW 11-15 
 

A REALLY GOOD STORY 

Wednesday, January 18 

Reading: Matthew 13 
 

Matthew 13:13 This is why I speak to them in parables: "Though seeing, they do not see; though 
hearing, they do not hear or understand. 14 In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah: "'You will  
be ever hearing but never understanding; you will be ever seeing but never perceiving. 15 For this 
people's heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with their ears, and they have closed their  
eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their hearts  
and turn, and I would heal them.'  

 

Author Suzanne Collins is a good storyteller.  She began her career writing for children’s 

television shows like Nickelodeon’s “Clarissa Explains It All” and preschool shows like “Little 

Bear” and “Oswald.”  Her more recent books have tapped into another vein.  Her “Hunger 

Games” series has gone global and been made into a series of successful movies.  When asked 

about the difference between writing for “Little Bear” and the “Hunger Games” she said, “All 

the writing elements are the same.  You need to tell a good story…” 1  

 

Good stories teach use valuable lessons even when we don’t realize they are doing it.  Jesus was 

a master storyteller.  In Matthew 13, we see a shift in Jesus’ ministry from teaching in the 

synagogues to teaching in the open air.  From the mid-point of His ministry, the religious leaders 

in charge of the synagogues have become His enemies so Jesus now conceals His message from 

those who would distort it by teaching in parables.  He quotes from the prophet Isaiah to show 

that these people have closed their eyes, stopped up their ears, and hardened their hearts to God’s 

Word.  
 

However, to those willing to listen with open hearts, Jesus’ parables have a great message to 

teach.  The parables in Matthew 13 revolve around the kingdom of God.  They shot down all the 

people’s expectations about what God’s kingdom would be like.  They expected God’s kingdom 

to begin with Messiah suddenly appearing in glory with the armies of heaven to destroy their 

enemies and place Jerusalem at the center of the world.  But Jesus informs them that the 

kingdom begins with how each person receives the Word of God (Parable of the Sower - v. 3-8; 

18-23).  Contrary to Messiah coming to destroy their enemies, Jesus’ second parable (Parable of 

the Wheat & Weeds - v. 24-30; 36-43) describes how believers (wheat) and unbelievers (weeds) 

will grow together in the kingdom until He returns at the end of the age.  
 

Instead of suddenly bursting on the scenes, the kingdom of God would start small and grow 

slowly like a mustard seed and yeast (v. 31-33).  The kingdom began with the coming of Christ, 

quietly and without much fanfare.  It would continue after He returned to heaven with the few 

followers He left behind, but would grow in the power of the Spirit to reach the whole world.  
 

Like the Jewish nation, we sometimes expect God to do things our way. We must learn that God 

often works in unexpected ways. He does not follow our timetable or our blueprint. We should 

be following His! And sometimes it takes a really good story to beat us over the head and help us 

understand that. Reread Jesus’ parables and discover what God wants from your life today!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1  http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/s/suzanne_collins.html  

 


