
EXODUS: GIVING OF THE LAW 

Saturday, January 18 

Reading: Exodus 19-20 
 

Exodus 20:1 And God spoke all these words: 2  “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of  

Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 3  “You shall have no other gods before me. 
 

As the Israelites arrived at Mount Sinai, God promised them that they would be His “treasured 

possession.” In response, they were to obey God and be a “kingdom of priests and a holy 

nation.” Despite their grumbling, complaining, and lack of faith, God still loved them and 

desired to have a personal, living relationship with His people. But the people feared the 

awesome power of God’s presence and missed out on much of the joy of knowing Him (20:18-

21). 

 

The Ten Commandments were given in the midst of this call for God’s people to know Him. It is 

a revelation of God’s character more than it is a list of rules. The first four commandments deal 

with our relationship with God. The last six deal with our relationships with others.  

 

After hearing God’s voice give the Ten Commandments, the people beg Moses to not let God 

talk to them anymore. “Speak to us yourself and we will listen. But do not have God speak to us 

or we will die” (20:19). They were not prepared to know God in all His greatness! 

 

 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. In the New Testament, God repeats this call for the church today.   
 

“But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people,  

that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous 

 light” (1 Peter 2:10 NKJV) 

 

Like the Israelites, God calls us His treasured possession - His own special people. In 

response, we are to serve as priests and be a holy people. A priest brought people to God 

through the sacrifices and he brought God to the people through the teaching of God’s Word. 

As “a royal priesthood,” it is our duty to do the same today.  We are to share the message of 

salvation - bringing God and people together (1 Cor. 5:19-21).  We are also to bring people to 

God by sharing His Word (Colossians 3:16). The idea of “a holy nation” reminds us that all 

the preaching and witnessing we do will have little impact if our lives do not measure up to 

what we preach. We must live lives that show the change that God has made in us. We are to 

“be holy, for I am holy” says the Lord (1 Peter 1:15-16). You are God’s treasured possession!  

Are you living like it? 

 

2. Obedience to God’s Law was always more about the heart than outward actions.  Obeying 

the Ten Commandments without knowing God was as worthless in Moses’ day is it is today. 

The Law shows us our sin and points to our need for a personal relationship with Jesus Christ 

as our Savior. 

 

 

 

READ THE NT: Matthew 18 


