
DAVID THE KING: HOW THE MIGHTY HAVE FALLEN 

Monday, January 18 

Reading: 2 Samuel 1 
 

2 Samuel 1:17  David took up this lament concerning Saul and his son Jonathan…23  Saul and Jonathan— 

in life they were loved and admired, and in death they were not parted. They were swifter than eagles, they 

were stronger than lions…27  “How the mighty have fallen! The weapons of war have perished!”   
 

When David receives word of the death of Saul and Jonathan he is overcome with grief. The 

messenger who brought the news lied about killing Saul. From his own words it appears he was 

not a soldier in the battle but was looting the bodies of the dead. He probably thought he hit the 

jackpot when he found the body of King Saul. Surely David would pay a handsome reward to the 

one who killed his enemy (see 2 Samuel 4:10). So he fabricated a story and took Saul’s crown 

and bracelet as ‘proof’ of his lie. But he had not counted on the character of David. He thought 

David would be glad to hear that the king who had hunted him and the heir to the throne had 

both been killed. But instead of this being good news, it was seen by David as an act of treason 

against God’s anointed king by this man. David had refused to kill Saul because he was God’s 

anointed and he would not abide this evil attitude in others. The man lost his life because of his 

lie. 

 

David then writes a beautiful song of lament for Saul and Jonathan. While David had been Saul’s 

enemy, in David’s mind Saul had never been his. Instead of rejoicing over the death of this man 

who had hunted him for years, David mourns that “the glory of Israel” had fallen. He praises 

Saul and Jonathan for their valiant fighting for God’s people and mourns the death of his dearest 

friend. David refused to have hate in his heart. Instead there was nothing but hurt. 

 

How do you respond when those who hate you “get what’s coming to them?” Do you rejoice 

over their punishment or do you mourn like David? Jesus told us to love and pray for our 

enemies. What potential could they have for God’s kingdom if they turned their hearts to Him? 

What is your attitude toward those who oppose God or oppress you? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Exodus 13-16; Matthew 16 


