
NABOTH’S VINEYARD 

Friday, January 18 

Reading: 1 Kings 21:1-16 
 

1 Kings 21:2  Ahab said to Naboth, “Let me have your vineyard to use for a vegetable garden, since 

 it is close to my palace. In exchange I will give you a better vineyard or, if you prefer, I will pay you 

whatever it is worth.” 3  But Naboth replied, “The LORD forbid that I should give you the inheritance  

of my ancestors.” 
 

In 1 Kings 20, we read that Ahab did at times listen to the Lord’s instructions. But it never lasted 

long. The final straw for this selfish king and his wicked queen occurred over a vineyard.  

Naboth’s vineyard was close to the palace and Ahab wanted it! However, Naboth would not give 

up the inheritance that had been passed down in his family from generation to generation. The 

land belonged to the Lord and Naboth would not let go of God’s allotment to him at any price 

(see Leviticus 25:23). 
 

After this rejection, Ahab goes home and sulks like a little child. Jezebel responds by using the 

law against cursing God and His appointed ruler (Exo. 22:28; Lev. 24:15-16) to eliminate 

Naboth. The wicked queen knows enough about God’s Law to twist it to her own advantage. At 

her command, the city elders present two false witnesses against Naboth and he is stoned to 

death. 
 

LESSON ONE: “Fair Trade?” King Ahab’s request seems fair and honest. Naboth could have 

had a better piece of land or enough money to move wherever he wanted. But Naboth realized 

that the land belonged to God and to sell it would be to disobey God. Sometimes the world offers 

believers things that look good and we are tempted to go along. But we are called to hold on to 

the things of God, not the things of the world. But beware, like Naboth, standing for what is right 

will make us enemies who will want to destroy our lives and our testimony for God. Have you 

ever experienced ridicule or persecution because of your stand for God? Where can we get the 

strength to stand for God in a hostile world? 
 

LESSON TWO: “Twisted Truth.” Just as Jezebel twisted God’s law to have Naboth killed, so 

many today twist the Bible for their own profit. They will pick one verse, ignoring the verses 

around it, and tell you it means something that it does not! The only defense against these “truth 

twisters” is a knowledge of God and His Word. Do you know enough of God’s Word to be able 

to spot a false “truth”? What steps do you need to take to be better prepared and not be “sucked 

in” by these deceivers? 
 

LESSON THREE: “Going with the Crowd.” The nobles and elders knew Naboth was innocent 

but they were afraid of the queen and carried out her orders anyway. Not one of them was 

willing to stand against the crowd in Naboth’s defense. How often do we “go along with crowd” 

so we don’t cause waves? Are you willing to stand alone for the truth when God calls you to?  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Exodus 9-12; Matthew 15 

DAY 2: THE LORD IS MY ROCK! (Psalm 18) 

“God is the rock who gives us a clear vantage point when life does not go 

our way, and God is the rock who provides a place of sure footing so we 

can stand with confidence when our world gets shaky.” 

 


