
DEVOTIONS FOR MATTHEW 11-15 
 

WHAT’S IN YOUR HOUSE? 

Tuesday, January 17 

Reading: Matthew 12 
 

Matthew 12:43  “When an impure spirit comes out of a person, it goes through arid places seeking  
rest and does not find it. 44  Then it says, ‘I will return to the house I left.’ When it arrives, it finds  
the house unoccupied, swept clean and put in order. 45  Then it goes and takes with it seven other  
spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there. And the final condition of that person  
is worse than the first. That is how it will be with this wicked generation.” 

 

In Tifton, Georgia there stands a once-elegant Victorian house in the historic district of the city.  

The county declared this house off limits after a bat specialist said that maybe 20,000 bats had 

moved in, apparently for good.  

 

Now, teenagers call it the bat house. People talk about the smell, which is an unholy mix of 

animal urine and decaying wood. "In the summer, ooh, does that place reek," said Linda Turner, 

69, a retired nurse and neighbor. "You ain’t smelled nothing until you come back here on a hot 

day." 
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The Pharisees had been following Jesus around and attacking Him at every turn.  The final straw 

came when they attributed Jesus’ power over demons to Satan.  Jesus reminded them of the 

illogic of this accusation.  How could Satan expect his kingdom to stand if he was casting out his 

own demon soldiers!  It should have been obvious that Jesus’ power was from God and that the 

kingdom was upon them. 

 

It is here that Jesus mentions the unforgivable sin. It is an attitude more than an individual action.  

The only sin that cannot be forgiven is the consistent rejection of the Holy Spirit’s witness to the 

Person and work of Christ.  By doing this, they have denied their only means of salvation 

because constant rejection hardens the heart and can lead to a lifestyle of rejection and unbelief. 

 

Jesus’ final parable is a warning about what will happen if these people continue to reject the 

Lord.  The man who is freed from the demon has put his life in order but it is still empty.  When 

the demon returns, the man’s life is so inviting that he brings 7 more evil demons with him.  The 

warning is that it is not enough to simply “reform” your life.  You must fill it with the presence 

of Christ.  If not, your final condition will be worse than where you began! 

 

The age-old idea that you can “pull yourself up by your own bootstraps” and reform your own 

life is dangerous.  If people’s hearts are not filled with the presence of Christ, the world, the 

flesh, and the devil will fill it with other things - things that will ultimately lead them away from 

God.  We cannot merely change our lives, we must fill them with the presence and power of 

Christ.  Is your house full of “bats” or full of the Holy Spirit? 
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