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1 Samuel 31:2  The Philistines were in hot pursuit of Saul and his sons, and they killed his sons Jonathan, Abinadab and 

Malki-Shua. 3  The fighting grew fierce around Saul, and when the archers overtook him, they wounded him critically.  

4  Saul said to his armor-bearer, “Draw your sword and run me through, or these uncircumcised fellows will come and run  

me through and abuse me.” But his armor-bearer was terrified and would not do it; so Saul took his own sword and fell on it. 

 

The battle with the Philistines on Mount Gilboa does not go well. With his army on the run and 

his sons dead, King Saul is severely wounded and surrounded by the enemy. Fearing abuse and 

torture at the hands of the Philistines, he begs his armor-bearer to kill him. When the man refuses 

Saul commits suicide – falling on his own sword. 

 

When the Philistines find the bodies of Saul and his sons, they strip them and dishonor them by 

hanging them on the walls of Beth-Shan to rot instead of giving them a decent burial. The people 

of Jabesh Gilead (whom Saul had saved decades earlier – 1 Samuel 11) bravely sneak into 

Philistine occupied territory and retrieve the bodies of Saul and his sons. They give them a 

proper burial and mourn over their deaths for seven days. 

 

Saul had the potential to be a great leader. But instead his life ends in tragedy because he refused 

to trust and obey God. Instead of being remembered as a great war hero, both he and his sons die 

in the battle. Instead of being remembered as the king who united the twelve tribes, his army and 

the nation are scattered and the Philistines take over their cities. Instead of having a hero’s 

funeral, Saul commits suicide and is dishonored by his enemies. 

 

The more we ignore our spiritual relationship with God the harder our heart will become. The 

prophet Samuel had said that once Saul had been “small in [his] own eyes” (1 Samuel 15:17). He 

began as a humble farmer who felt unworthy to be king. But as his pride grew, his faith in God 

diminished. He always had to do things his way instead of God’s way. This led to disobedience 

of God’s word, the murder of God’s priests, and the persecution of God’s chosen king. Worse, he 

ignored his own conscious. Several times he claims to have sinned but this claim never led to 

repentance. In the end, his heart was so hard that even using satanic means seemed acceptable to 

him.  

 

Where are you in your walk with God? Is your heart soft to His leading or hard because of 

selfishness and disobedience? May we learn from Saul the lesson of obedience. He never 

repented of this sin of disobedience and it cost him everything. May we be people who seek 

God’s will, obey God’s word, and follow God’s plan. 

 
 


