
WHAT A FRIEND WE HAVE IN JESUS 

Sunday, January 16 
 

 

[1] What a friend we have in Jesus    [2] Have we trials and temptations? 
All our sins and griefs to bear    Is there trouble anywhere? 
And what a privilege to carry    We should never be discouraged 
Everything to God in prayer    Take it to the Lord in prayer 
Oh, what peace we often forfeit    Can we find a friend so faithful 
Oh, what needless pain we bear    Who will all our sorrow share? 
All because we do not carry    Jesus knows our every weakness 
Everything to God in prayer    Take it to the Lord in prayer 

 
 

[3]Are we weak and heavy-laden, 
Cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our refuge— 
Take it to the Lord in prayer; 

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 
Take it to the Lord in prayer; 

In His arms He’ll take and shield thee, 
Thou wilt find a solace there 

 

Not far from Port Hope, Ontario stands a monument to Joseph Scriven which reads, “Four miles north, in the 

family Pengelley Cemetery, lies the philanthropist and author of this great masterpiece, written at Port Hope, 

1857.” Above this epitaph are the words to “What a Friend We Have in Jesus.” 
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Joseph Scriven was born in Ireland in 1819. Scriven had known the friendship of Jesus through his life of 

personal tragedy. At the age of 24, he was engaged to be married to his long-time sweetheart. But his fiancée 

accidentally drowned the day before the wedding. Soon after, he moved to Canada where he spent his life as a 

pastor. He was well known for going above and beyond in his work among the poor and needy. He has received 

the nickname “The Good Samaritan of Port Hope.” 
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 Scriven fell in love again and planned to be married but 

his fiancée died of pneumonia in 1860.  Joseph Scriven himself drowned in 1886. 

 

The poem for which he is now known was never intended to be published. He wrote it in a letter to comfort his 

ill mother who was still in Ireland. Years later a friend came across the poem in Scriven’s home and encouraged 

him to have it published. He finally gave his consent and the poem was published in a local newspaper 

anonymously. It was later set to music by lawyer and hymn writer Charles Crozat in 1868. 

 

The words of “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” have been a comfort to many Christians through the years. Its 

repeated refrain of “take it to the Lord in prayer” is a reminder that we have a faithful Friend “who will all our 

sorrows share.” In our times of trials, temptation, discouragement, and grief, we can remember that Jesus is our 

Refuge and we can find peace and solace in His arms. 

 

 
(“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” on YouTube) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YTpUQO0aryw 
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