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Matthew 11 
 

Matthew 11:16  “To what can I compare this generation? They are like children sitting in the 

marketplaces and calling out to others: 17  “ ‘We played the pipe for you, and you did not dance;  

we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.’ 18  For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they  

say, ‘He has a demon.’ 19  The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Here is a  

glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’ But wisdom is proved right by her  

deeds.” 

 

I’m sure we can all remember what it was like when we were young and played with our friends.  

There was usually a leader who decided what we would play and there were followers who did 

what they were told.  But sometimes, a few in the group did not want to play what the leaders 

suggested.  This sometimes ended in a fight or a split within the group.  Times really haven’t 

changed that much. 

 

In Jesus’ day, children liked to play as well and like today they often imitated what the adults 

would do.  The two big events in Jewish society were weddings and funerals.  Children would 

pretend to be the bride and groom and celebrate or sometimes they would act like the mourners 

who always accompanied a funeral procession.  They would call to other children in the 

marketplace to join them in their play.  Many times they would get upset if someone did not do 

what they wanted them to do. 

 

Jesus used this illustration to display the hard hearts of those who refused to listen to God’s 

message.  Like those children, many of the people would not listen to John the Baptist or Jesus 

because they would not play by their rules or do things their way! 

 

John the Baptist’s life may have looked like a “funeral” to many people.  He wore rough clothes, 

ate a meager diet, and preached a message of repentance in preparation for the coming kingdom.  

This made those who rejected his message call him demon possessed. 

 

Yet here was Jesus doing the opposite.  Jesus enjoyed life.  He celebrated it!  So much so that the 

religious leaders accused Him of being a “party animal” and hanging out with the “scum” of 

society.  They refused to acknowledge God’s compassion for the lost in favor of their own rules 

and regulations causing them to criticize others.  However, those who listened to the message of 

John and Jesus were wise.  They proved that God’s Word was true and they followed Christ. 

 

We will never please those who refuse to hear the message of Christ.  Too often the gospel is 

watered-down in an attempt to appease unbelievers.  But a watered-down gospel that ignores our 

sinful condition and the necessity of the cross will not save.  This kind of thinking is really only 

“playing” with God’s grace.  True love and compassion meets people where they are and 

lovingly shows them their need for a Savior.  That is what Jesus did - - - and that is what He has 

called us to do! 
 

 


