
THE THRILL OF VICTORY & THE AGONY OF DEFEAT 

Wednesday, January 16 

Reading: 1 Kings 18:41 – 19:7 
 

1 Kings 19:3  Elijah was afraid and ran for his life. When he came to Beersheba in Judah, he left his  

servant there, 4  while he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness. He came to a broom bush,  

sat down under it and prayed that he might die. “I have had enough, LORD,” he said. “Take my life; I  

am no better than my ancestors.” 
 

Elijah was on a spiritual high! He had just witnessed God send fire from heaven to defeat the 

prophets of Baal. He had seen the people fall down in worship of the true God. Now he prays 

and God ends the drought that had lasted over three years! You would think this would start of a 

great revival. But it didn’t. 

 

When Jezebel hears what Elijah had done, she threatens to kill him. It seems strange to warn 

someone of your plans to murder them. Perhaps Jezebel was hoping that she could scare Elijah 

out of the country. This would discredit him and leave the new “Yahweh” movement without a 

leader. And it works! 

 

The man who had just stood up to King Ahab and the 450 prophets of Baal now flees from one 

woman – Queen Jezebel! Just when the nation needed him the most to guide and instruct them in 

the ways of God, Elijah runs some 100 miles in the opposite direction. He has abandoned his 

ministry! 

 

Elijah is no longer looking to God as he had done the past three years. Instead he is looking at 

the circumstances around him. In his depression, he finds meager shelter under a broom tree 

(which only grows 10 to 12 feet high) and sulks. His plea is for God to take his life. Despite his 

death wish, God still provides for His disheartened prophet. He provides food and rest to prepare 

him for the journey ahead. 

 

LESSON ONE: “The Thrill of Victory.” Elijah’s prayer for rain shows his zeal for God’s glory. 

He does not “hang out” with the people to get “pats on the back” but goes off alone to pray. He 

does not get discouraged even though it takes seven periods of prayer before he sees results. And 

those results are miniscule! But in faith Elijah warns Ahab that rain is coming and God gives him 

the strength to outrace Ahab’s chariot. Do you get excited when you see God work? When was 

the last time you saw God answer prayer in your life? 

 

LESSON TWO: “The Agony of Defeat.” Satan hates to see God’s people living in victory, so 

this is the time he attacks the hardest. Elijah failed because he forgot to look up to God as he had 

done for the past 3 years and instead looked at the circumstances around him. When trouble 

comes where do you look? Do you let the circumstances overwhelm you? Or do you look up to 

God and trust in His guidance and provision? 
 

 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Exodus 5-8; Matthew 14 


