
DAVID THE OUTLAW: A TRAGIC FLAW 

Friday, January 15 

Reading: 1 Samuel 28 
 

1 Samuel 28:5  When Saul saw the Philistine army, he was afraid; terror filled his heart. 6  He inquired  

of the LORD, but the LORD did not answer him by dreams or Urim or prophets. 7  Saul then said to his 

attendants, “Find me a woman who is a medium, so I may go and inquire of her.”  
 

In literature, a tragedy is defined as “a dramatic composition dealing with a serious or somber 

theme, typically that of a great person destined to downfall or destruction through a flaw of 

character or conflict with some overpowering force.” 
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This is an apt description for the life of King Saul. Saul started off well. In fact, in his rebuke, the 

prophet Samuel reminded Saul of his potential.   
 

“When you were little in your own eyes, were you not head of the tribes of Israel?  

And did not the Lord anoint you king over Israel?” (1 Sam. 15:17) 
 

But Saul’s tragic flaw was that he trusted in his own ability and “wisdom” instead of trusting in 

the Lord. He always followed his own will instead of the will of God. As the battle with the 

Philistines approaches, Saul is terrified and “inquired of the Lord.”  However, we know this was 

not a heartfelt cry of repentance or God would have answered. Instead, Saul is merely trying to 

get God to bail him out of trouble. When God doesn’t answer, Saul disguises himself and seeks 

the aid of a medium or witch, an act God had strictly forbidden (Deut. 18:10-12).  

 

Mediums do not really deal with the dead. They are usually either frauds or talking with ‘familiar 

spirits’ or demons. But in this case God steps in and allows the prophet Samuel to actually 

appear. This sudden appearance shocks even the witch (proof that she was not expecting to really 

conjure up the dead prophet). She describes the prophet as “an old man wearing a robe.” The 

mention of Samuel’s robe probably sent chills through Saul. It was this robe that the king had 

torn years earlier when Samuel confronted him for his sin. At that time the prophet had 

predicted, “The Lord has torn the kingdom of Israel from you today and has given it to one of 

your neighbors – to one better than you” (1 Samuel 15:26-28). The ghostly image of Samuel will 

now deliver a similar message. 
 

1 Samuel 28:17  The LORD has done what He predicted through me. The LORD has torn the kingdom  

out of your hands and given it to one of your neighbors--to David.18  Because you did not obey the LORD  

or carry out His fierce wrath against the Amalekites, the LORD has done this to you today. 19  The LORD 

will hand over both Israel and you to the Philistines, and tomorrow you and your sons will be with me. The 

LORD will also hand over the army of Israel to the Philistines." 
 

This encounter overwhelmed King Saul. The final words of the chapter tell us that Saul and his 

men went out into the night. The physical darkness of night was matched by the darkness in the 

soul of Saul. And this tragedy could have been averted if only Saul would have turned to the 

Lord in true repentance. 
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READ THRU THE BIBLE: Exodus 9-12; Matthew 15 


