
EXODUS: CALL OF MOSES 

Tuesday, January 14 

Reading: Exodus 3-4 
 

Exodus 3:10  So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.”  

11  But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?”  

12  And God said, “I will be with you…” 
 

In Egypt, Moses had thought he was somebody. But when he tried to help the Israelites in his 

own strength he fell flat and had to flee for his life (Exodus 2:11-15; Acts 7:23-27). After 40 

years taking care of sheep in the wilderness, God speaks to Moses through a burning bush. 

However, Moses does not feel adequate for to the task. The excuses he presents to God are 

similar to the excuses many use today for not serving the Lord. 

 

EXCUSE #1: “I’m a nobody!”  (3:11-12) 

EXCUSE #2: “I don’t know what to say!” (3:13-21) 

EXCUSE #3: “Nobody will believe me!” (4:1-9) 

EXCUSE #4: “I’m no good at speaking!” (4:10-12) 

EXCUSE #5: “I don’t want to do it!” (4:13-17) 

 

Each time, the Lord assured Moses that all he needed was God’s presence. “If God is for us, who 

can be against us?” (Romans 8:31). The mission did not depend on Moses’ abilities, his 

knowledge, or his plan. The mission would be successful if Moses relied on God’s presence and 

power to work through him. 

 

The strange event of the circumcision of Moses’ son (4:24-26) is the last bit of preparation 

Moses needed to lead the Israelites. Circumcision was the sign of the covenant given to Abraham 

(Genesis 17).  It was the symbol that one was part of God’s people. Moses had neglected to do 

this so God confronts him before he gets to Egypt. How could Moses be the leader and 

spokesman for God when he himself was not being obedient to God’s commands? Thus Moses is 

now ready (with the help of Aaron) to confront Pharaoh on behalf of the nation of Israel. 

 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. The 19th century evangelist Bill Sunday defined an excuse as “the skin of a reason stuffed 

with a lie.” Moses tried all sorts of excuses to obeying God’s call. What excuses have you 

used for not serving the Lord? Do they hold up any better than Moses’ did? 

 

2. After all his excuses, the Lord was angry with Moses for his lack of faith and trust in God’s 

presence. I wonder if God ever gets annoyed with our excuses. Does He get tired of our 

saying we can’t do it or we’re not good enough? If God has called us to do something, He 

will give us what we need to do it. All we must do is trust in His power and His presence to 

work through us. Let’s forget the excuses and step out in faith! 

 

3. Moses had to circumcise his son to get his life in line with God’s Word. Are there areas in 

your life you need to get right before you can become an effective servant for Christ? 
 

 

 

READ THE NT: Matthew 14 


