
DAVID THE OUTLAW: LIVING WITH THE ENEMY 

Thursday, January 14 

Reading: 1 Samuel 27:1 – 28:2 
 

1 Samuel 27:1  But David thought to himself, “One of these days I will be destroyed by the hand of Saul. 

The best thing I can do is to escape to the land of the Philistines. Then Saul will give up searching for me 

anywhere in Israel, and I will slip out of his hand.” 2  So David and the six hundred men with him left and 

went over to Achish son of Maok king of Gath…12  Achish trusted David and said to himself, “He has become 

so obnoxious to his people, the Israelites, that he will be my servant for life.” 
 

Saul’s relentless pursuit of David has finally worn him down. David despairs for his life and 

believes that even God can no longer protect him from his enemy. Instead of taking these 

concerns to the Lord, David once again decides to follow his own plan and takes his men over to 

Philistine territory. When David had tried this years earlier he was rejected, but now after years 

of fleeing from Saul, King Achish of Gath welcomes him with open arms. He and his men are 

given a city to live in and they settle down for the next 16 months. 

 

During this time David raids the enemies of Israel that live in what is today the Sinai Peninsula. 

However, he lets Achish believe that he is attacking his own people of Israel. This deception 

causes David to become a butcher, wiping out entire towns so no one can come back to tell the 

Philistines the truth of his actions. He is so trusted by Achish that when war with Israel erupts, 

the king demands that David and his men fight with him. Now David is trapped into having to 

take up arms against his own people - the very people he was anointed to lead! 

 

For this 1½ year period David is not trusting in God. He is living by his own wits. What happens 

when we fail to seek God’s will for our lives? Does it get easier to ignore our spiritual condition 

the longer we live only for ourselves? What will it take to break us out of this faithless habit? 

 

Notice the depths to which David fell during this time. His attitude at the beginning of the 

chapter is one of faithlessness. He doubts the promises of God on his life and gives in to fear. It 

will only go downhill from there. He becomes a murderer, a deceiver, a liar, and is about to 

become a traitor! The longer we ignore our relationship with God, the deeper we sink into sin.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Exodus 5-8; Matthew 14 


