
EPIC CONFRONTATION 

Monday, January 14 

Reading: 1 Kings 18:17-29 
 

1 Kings 18:21  Elijah went before the people and said, “How long will you waver between two opinions?  
If the LORD is God, follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him.” But the people said nothing.  

 

There are three epic confrontations in this chapter. First, we see the confrontation between Elijah 

and King Ahab. After years of no rain, Ahab is in a panic! When he sees God’s prophet he 

blames him for all his trouble. Elijah is quick to correct the wicked king. It is Ahab himself who 

is the cause of God’s judgment. He has led his people to worship the false god Baal. While 

God’s prophets are in hiding in a cave and being feed secretly by Obadiah, the prophets of Baal 

are feasting in the palace, being supplied by Queen Jezebel herself! That Ahab agrees to Elijah’s 

orders is another indication of his desperation! 

 

The second confrontation is between Elijah and the people. They are wavering in their worship. 

They think they can worship the LORD and Baal at the same time. Elijah tells them they must 

make a choice – either God or Baal! Not both! 

 

The third confrontation is between Elijah and the prophets of Baal. Elijah is hopelessly 

outnumbered! By choosing Mount Carmel for this confrontation, Elijah is giving Baal’s prophets 

“the home court advantage” as this mountain was considered sacred to Baal. Elijah gives them 

every advantage – first pick of the sacrifice and all day to plead with Baal to send fire. However, 

all their shouts, dancing, pleading, and cutting themselves proves fruitless. “But there was no 

response, no one answered, no one paid attention.” 

 

LESSON ONE: “Who’s to Blame?” Ahab tried to blame all his troubles on Elijah when it was 

his own sin that was to blame. Do we ever try to shift the blame for our sins on someone or 

something else? What needs to happen in our hearts so we can see our sins and respond correctly 

to God’s discipline in our lives? 

 

LESSON TWO: “Lack of Commitment.” Like the Israelites, we sometimes display a lack of 

commitment to God. We want the benefits He provides but still want to live for ourselves. We 

want to worship God and still live like the world. Elijah reminds us that we must make a choice! 

Where do you rate on “the commitment meter”?  

 

LESSON THREE: “Sincerely Wrong.” The prophets of Baal were very sincere! They believed 

Baal would answer them, even cutting themselves to get his attention. Elijah’s taunts were meant 

to show the people how foolish it was to follow Baal. Today, the world tells us they can believe 

whatever they want and that is OK. We call this Relativism. But all beliefs are not equal. You 

may be sincere, but if your belief does not conform to God’s Word you are sincerely wrong! The 

true God never sleeps and is never too busy to hear His people when they call on Him. But you 

must come to Him HIS WAY! Is your faith based in God’s Word or in human opinion and 

philosophy? Do you know God’s Word well enough to know the difference? 
 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Genesis 41-45; Matthew 11 


