
DEVOTIONS FOR MATTHEW 6-10 
 
 

FRIENDLY FIRE 

Friday, January 13 

Reading: Matthew 10 
 

Matthew 10:37  “Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not worthy of me;  
anyone who loves their son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38  Whoever does  
not take up their cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39  Whoever finds their life will lose  
it, and whoever loses their life for my sake will  
find it. 

 

During the Civil War, Confederate Lieutenant General Thomas "Stonewall" Jackson was 

wounded as a result of friendly fire in the Battle of Chancellorsville on May 2, 1863.  He and 

some of his men had been returning, under the cover of night, from an intelligence-gathering 

mission when Confederate troops of the 18th North Carolina Infantry misidentified them as a 

Union cavalry scout team.  As a result, the North Carolina troops open fired.  Jackson died 8 

days later as a result of his wounds. 
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Throughout the history of warfare, there have been countless “friendly fire” incidents where 

soldiers from the same side have wounded or killed each other accidently.  Sadly, similar events 

also occur in the church.  Sometimes the largest opposition to ministry comes from family and 

friends who we assume are on our side. 

 

As Jesus sends the Twelve out into the “harvest fields”, He warns them to expect the opposition 

of “wolves” and rulers (10:16-20).  But then He warns them that even family will turn on them 

because of their stand for Christ (10:21-39).  Jesus did not want them to get the impression that 

living for Him would be easy.  He compares it taking up a cross and losing their life for His sake.  

The gospel of Christ divides because some refuse to listen. 

 

We might expect opposition from unbelieving friends and family, but sometimes it is believers 

who stand in our path of obedience to Christ.  This “friendly fire” may come from a parent who 

does not want their child to go into the ministry for fear of the cost or the person who does not 

want their friend to face the challenges and sacrifices serving Christ may bring.  Some believers 

may oppose simply out of guilt for not being willing to serve the Lord themselves!  Whatever the 

reason, we must not let friendly fire keep us from “standing firm to the end” (10:22) in what God 

has called us to do.   

 

When Jesus said, “Anyone who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me”, He 

did not mean that we are to abandon our families as some cults teach.  He is saying that He must 

always come first.  Our love for Christ should be so great that anything else looks like hatred by 

comparison.  If it is a choice between loyalty to family or friends and loyalty to Christ, obedience 

to Christ must always come first.  

 

Have you been the target of friendly fire?  If so, remember that to stand with Christ is to stand on 

the right side!  For the rest of us, before we give our opinions perhaps we should listen to God’s 

call on the life of our friend or family member.  Serving the Lord may not always be easy, but 

the rewards are out of this world!      
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