
NT: THE PRAYER OF THE EARLY CHURCH 

Thursday, January 13 

Reading: Acts 4:23-35 
 

Acts 4:31  After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled  
with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. 

 

Watchmen Nee (1903-1972) was no stranger to persecution. In the 1930’s and 40’s he was 

instrumental in starting hundreds of house churches all over China. But when the Communists 

took over in 1949 Christians became a target of their attacks. Watchmen Nee was arrested in 

1952 and spent the last 20 years of his life in prison and forced labor camps.
1
 But despite all the 

Communist’s efforts to make him renounce his faith, he did not break. In his writings, Nee 

emphasized the importance of prayer. “Prayer is work. The experiences of many children of God 

demonstrate that it accomplishes far more than does any other form of work. It is also warfare, 

for it is one of the weapons in fighting the enemy.” 
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In Acts 4, the Sanhedrin, the Jewish Supreme Court, had arrested and jailed Peter and John for 

preaching about Jesus. When threatened not to preach anymore in the name of Jesus, Peter stood 

his ground and proclaimed that they had to continue to preach the gospel because salvation was 

found in no one but Jesus Christ (4:8-20). When they returned to the church they called for a 

prayer meeting. But they do not pray for protection from their enemies but for more boldness to 

share the gospel. Notice how they prayed. 
 

1. They focused on GOD’S GLORY (4:24) – They exalted God as the Creator, the Lord of the 

universe. They took comfort in the knowledge that despite the threats of the religious leaders, 

God was in control. Praise and worship should be our first response when coming into the 

presence of God. 
 

2. They focused on GOD’S WORD (4:25-26) – They quoted from Psalm 2 which describes the 

nations’ opposition to God and His Messiah. It reminded them that God’s people in every age 

have faced opposition. God’s Word should so infuse our lives and thoughts that it influences 

everything we do – including our prayer life. 
 

3. They focused on GOD’S SON (4:27-28) – They remembered that Jesus had received the 

same ill treatment they were experiencing. Jesus had warned His follower that this would 

happen (see John 15:20). But Jesus’ death had been part of God’s plan of redemption. And 

their persecution was part of God’s plan to spread the message of the gospel. Our prayers 

should be Christ-centered and not me-centered! 
 

4. They focused on GOD’S MESSAGE (4:29-30) – They were concerned for the salvation of 

others and not for their own safety. They prayed for God’s power to be displayed and the 

name of Christ to be glorified. If the spread of the gospel is not part of our prayer life we 

have missed the purpose for which God has saved us.  

 

The results of their prayer were that they were filled with the Holy Spirit who gave them power 

to speak the Word of God boldly (4:31, 33) and to be united in their love and care for each other 

(4:32, 34-35). We too need to pray for boldness to share our faith with those around us both with 

our words and with our actions. 
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  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Watchman_Nee 

2
 from his book The Spiritual Man quoted @ https://www.azquotes.com/author/18200-Watchman_Nee/tag/prayer 

 

READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT: Matthew 17-18 


