
DAVID THE OUTLAW: A FLEA IN THE MOUNTAINS 

Wednesday, January 13 

Reading: 1 Samuel 26 
 

1 Samuel 26:20  …The king of Israel has come out to look for a flea--as one hunts a partridge in the 

mountains." 21  Then Saul said, "I have sinned. Come back, David my son. Because you considered  

my life precious today, I will not try to harm you again. Surely I have acted like a fool and have erred 

greatly." …23  The LORD rewards every man for his righteousness and faithfulness. The LORD delivered  

you into my hands today, but I would not lay a hand on the LORD's anointed. 24  As surely as I valued  

your life today, so may the LORD value my life and deliver me from all trouble." 25  Then Saul said to  

David, "May you be blessed, my son David; you will do great things and surely triumph."  
 

Once again the people of Ziph report on David’s whereabouts. Saul has stayed home in Gibeah 

and honored his promise not to hunt David for some time (cf. 1 Sam. 24). But the information 

the Ziphites bring is too good to pass up and Saul heads out with 3000 troops to track down 

David and his 600. This repeated betrayal by the people of Ziph would really hurt David because 

they were kin - they were all from the tribe of Judah. Do you have any Ziphites in your life? 

People who love to cause trouble? How should we deal with such people? What does God say 

about it? 

 

Before jumping to conclusions, David sends spies to confirm that Saul’s mission is indeed to kill 

him. After the promises at the cave, David was going to give Saul the benefit of the doubt. But 

despite having proof that David did not want to kill him, Saul was after him again! 

 

At night, David and his loyal cousin Abishai sneak into King Saul’s camp. Everyone is asleep, 

even the sentries who should have been on guard duty! God had put them to sleep to test David. 

This would be an ideal opportunity to kill the king and no one would know about it. Abishai 

even offers to do it for David! David passes the test and again refuses to kill his enemy, taking 

his water jug and spear instead. 

 

The next morning, David calls down to Saul’s camp and berates Saul’s general Abner for not 

protecting the king. He then gives a heartfelt plea for Saul to stop chasing him. “They have now 

driven me from my share in the Lord’s inheritance…Now do not let my blood fall to the ground 

far from the presence of the Lord.” At the cave of En-gedi, Saul had merely acknowledged that 

David was “more righteous than I” (24:17). This time he admits he has sinned! Perhaps the 

reality of his actions is finally sinking in. But because of David’s next move, we will never 

know! 

 

When dealing with difficult people, we should keep the words of David ringing in our ears: “The 

Lord rewards every man for his righteousness and faithfulness.” In trying situations and relation-

ships our actions and attitudes show the kind of person we really are. What does your life show 

about your character during difficult encounters? In what areas might you pray for God to work 

in your life to increase your right-living and faithfulness to Him? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Exodus 1-4; Matthew 13 


