
OT: THE PRAYER OF NEHEMIAH 

Wednesday, January 12 

Reading: Nehemiah 1-2 
 

Nehemiah 1:5  Then I said: “LORD, the God of heaven, the great and awesome God, who keeps his 
covenant of love with those who love him and keep his commandments, 6  let your ear be attentive  
and your eyes open to hear the prayer your servant is praying before you day and night for your  
servants, the people of Israel. I confess the sins we Israelites, including myself and my father’s family,  
have committed against you. 

 

Abraham Lincoln is quoted as saying, “I have been driven many times to my knees by the 

overwhelming conviction that I had nowhere else to go; my own wisdom and that of all around 

me seemed insufficient for the day.” We can all relate to President Lincoln’s words at one time 

or another. As we read the book of Nehemiah, one truth jumps off the page at us. Nehemiah was 

a man committed to prayer. Throughout his book we find short prayers that Nehemiah sends up 

to God in the middle of his daily circumstances.   

 

After 70 years of captivity in Babylon, the Jews were finally allowed to return home to 

Jerusalem. But after 90 years they are still struggling. While the temple has been rebuilt the city 

still has not been fully restored. In the first two chapters of Nehemiah, his concern is over the 

welfare of the people in Jerusalem who have no protection since the walls are still in ruins. Upon 

hearing this, this great leader immediately went to prayer, pleading with God to forgive His 

people, remember His covenant promises, and give him success as he approached the Persian 

king (1:4-10). 

 

Chapter 2 describes the answer to Nehemiah’s prayer and it occurs 4 months later! He had 

obviously taken this time to make plans on what needed to be done and how to approach the 

king. However, when the opportunity arises, Nehemiah again sends up a quick prayer to the 

Lord. He needed wisdom to say the right thing and for God to soften the heart of the king to his 

request. 

 

Nehemiah’s prayer life reminds us of some important truths. 
 

1. The NECESSITY of Prayer - Though he had already been praying for four months, when 

the moment of opportunity arrived Nehemiah once again placed everything in God’s hands 

through prayer. 
 

2. The NEARNESS of Prayer - We can pray anytime, anywhere. We don’t have to be in a 

particular place or follow certain “protocols” to approach God’s throne of grace. Nehemiah 

went to the Lord in the brief moment before speaking to the king. We can call on Him at the 

spur of the moment as well. 
 

3. The NATURALNESS of Prayer - For a believer it should be as natural to approach our 

heavenly Father in prayer as it is to approach our human parents. God is not some distant 

deity but a loving Father who desires us to pray to Him. Prayer should be one of the most 

natural things believers do. It should become our first instinct to bring our needs, requests, 

and praise to the Father. Nehemiah did not have the resources he needed but he knew where 

they could be found - at the throne of his loving God 

 

As Nehemiah continued to rely on God, he was able to organize the Jewish people and 

complete the building of the wall in an incredible 52 days! Nehemiah attributed his success to 

“the gracious hand of my God on me” (2:8, 18). 
 

READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT: Matthew 15-16 


