
DEVOTIONS FOR MATTHEW 6-10 
 
 

HEARTACHE FOR THE HARVEST 
Thursday, January 12 

Reading: Matthew 9 
 

Matthew 9:35  Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues,  
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. 36  When he  
saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep 
without a shepherd. 37  Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are  
few. 38  Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.” 

 

Actor Bruce Marchiano wanted to see the world through the eyes of the character he was 

playing.  So as he prepared for the role of Jesus in a presentation of Matthew’s Gospel, he 

prayed, “Lord, show me what it all looks like through Your eyes.” 

 

That prayer was answered one day while Marchiano was filming the Lord’s heartbroken 

denunciation of the unrepentant cities of Chorazin and Bethsaida (Mt. 11:20-22).  The actor 

began to weep uncontrollably as he looked at the people around him.  He said that he “saw 

people living their lives in ways that God didn’t plan.”  He likened his reaction to what parents 

might feel if they saw their toddler walking into the street as a truck was coming.  Marchiano 

realized that compassion is not just feeling sorry for people; it’s a heartache so intense that it 

moves us to action. 
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This “heartache that moves us to action” is what Jesus is talking about when He calls for His 

disciples to “ask the Lord of the harvest…to send out workers into His harvest field.”  We still 

need to see people through Jesus’ eyes.  Matthew records that Jesus had compassion on the 

crowds “because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd” (9:36).  Do we 

have this compassion today? 

 

The events Matthew records leading up to this declaration give us clear examples of what 

laborers in God’s harvest should do.  These events display Christ not only meeting physical 

needs but the more important spiritual needs as well (9:1-8; 27-31).  They show His call to the 

outcasts of society, like the tax collector Matthew (9:9-12).   

 

Jesus challenges the legalistic demands of the Pharisees (9:14-17) and meets people in their time 

of grief and need (9:18-26).  He confronts the power of Satan in the lives of others head on 

(9:32-34). 

 

One thing that is hard to miss in this chapter is the opposition of the religious leaders to Jesus’ 

acts of compassion.  They seemed to have a negative response every time Jesus reached out to 

minister to others.  We should expect no less today.  Satan hates when God’s people get involved 

in the harvest.  He would rather have us sitting home doing nothing.  Sometimes he will even use 

“church people” to try and discourage us.   

 

However, we should never let opposition dampen the call to share God’s mercy and compassion 

with those around us.  As we ask the Lord of the harvest for more laborers, we should also be 

asking - “What about me?  How do You want me to be involved in the harvest?” 
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