
DAVID THE OUTLAW: A FLASH OF RAGE 

Tuesday, January 12 

Reading: 1 Samuel 25 
 

1 Samuel 25:26  "Now since the LORD has kept you, my master, from bloodshed and from avenging 
yourself with your own hands, as surely as the LORD lives and as you live, may your enemies and all  
who intend to harm my master be like Nabal. 27  And let this gift, which your servant has brought to  
my master, be given to the men who follow you. 28  Please forgive your servant's offense, for the  
LORD will certainly make a lasting dynasty for my master, because he fights the LORD's battles. Let  
no wrongdoing be found in you as long as you live. 

 

During the brief period of rest following the death of Samuel, David and his band of 600 men 

move south and help out the local “ranchers.” He and his men shield them from raiders asking 

nothing in return (25:7-8; 15-16). Now it is the time of the sheep shearing celebration. David 

sends ten men to a wealthy man named Nabal to ask for provisions, a justifiable request seeing 

Nabal is now receiving the rewards of the protection David’s men had given his flocks. Nabal, 

however, insults David and his men and sends them away empty-handed - a terrible offense in a 

land that revered hospitality especially during festival times. 

 

Nabal’s wickedness is seen in his ungrateful and selfish attitude. He rejects any responsibility to 

compensate David and his men for their help and refuses to even let them participate in his 

celebration. Everything was “MINE” and he was not about to share it! Do we ever have an 

ungrateful, selfish spirit? Are we ready to share what God has given us with others? 

 

In a fit of rage, David prepares his army to wipe out every last male in Nabal’s house-hold. This 

reaction is just as bad as Nabal’s. This man who had just spared Saul’s life was now ready to 

wipe out an entire household! Do we ever let our emotions get the best of us? Where does it lead 

us? What should we do instead? (cf. Eph. 4:30-32). 

 

But before he can take his revenge, Nabal’s servants tell his wife Abigail what has happened. 

She quickly gathers provisions and goes out to meet David and his men. Falling down at David’s 

feet, Abigail pleads for David’s forgiveness and reminds him of the destiny God has promised - a 

destiny that should not be marred over a killing fool like Nabal. David realizes that God has used 

this woman to prevent him from sinning in taking vengeance for himself. He accepts her gift and 

departs in peace.  

 

The next morning after a drunken party, Abigail tells her husband what had happened. The shock 

of being so close to death strikes Nabal and he dies from heart failure. When David hears about 

his death, he sends for and takes Abigail as his wife. 

 

Abigail’s speech displays her excellent character. She was humble and accepted all the blame 

(even though she had nothing to do with it). She shows her godliness by repeatedly reminding 

David of God’s promises. Though her husband refused to acknowledge him, Abigail knew that 

David was “God’s man.” She not only provides for his needs but prevents him from making a 

terrible mistake. Do you have godly people in your life that can prevent you from going down 

the wrong path? Do they have permission to confront you and you will listen? 
 

 

 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Genesis 46-50; Matthew 12 


