
READINGS FOR the WEEKEND 
 

IMPOSSIBLE PROVISION 

Saturday, January 12 

Reading: 1 Kings 17:8-24 
 

When Elijah’s water supply runs out, God sends him to a widow in Phoenicia, Jezebel’s home 

country. This woman knows a little about the true God for she recognizes Elijah as His prophet. 

God miraculously provides for her and her son during the drought as she shelters Elijah in her 

home.  

 

As time passes, the widow’s son dies. Grief causes her to blame Elijah, but the prophet takes the 

boy to his room and prays to God and the boy is restored to life. This reassures the woman that 

Elijah is indeed a prophet of the true God. 

 

LESSON: “Asking the Impossible.” Elijah’s prayer is asking God for the impossible. This is the 

first mention of anyone being raised from the dead in the Bible. It had never happened before! 

And yet Elijah knew that God could do it and prays for the miracle to occur. Is there something 

that seems impossible in your life? Is God calling you to do something that only He can do 

through you? God is the God of the impossible! Do we miss some great workings of God 

because we are only asking for small things and not trusting Him to do miracles in our lives and 

churches? 

 

 

OBADIAH 

Sunday, January 13 

Reading 1 Kings 18:1-16 
 

Obadiah was walking a tightrope. He was Ahab’s palace administrator and “a devout believer in 

the LORD.” He had risked his life by secretly hiding and providing for 100 prophets of God. His 

position in the palace made this possible, but it also put his life in grave danger if he were 

discovered. It is no wonder he is nervous when Elijah suddenly appears before him. He is afraid 

that Elijah will disappear again and he will be blamed! 

 

Some have viewed Obadiah’s association with Ahab as compromise with the world. But his 

actions confirm his commitment to the Lord. But after the long drought, his faith appears to be 

wavering. He questions Elijah’s word. He calls Ahab “my master” and says to Elijah “as surely 

as the LORD your God lives.” It appears that he is struggling with where his ultimate allegiance 

lies – with God or with his king. But despite the danger and his own doubts, Obadiah obeys 

Elijah’s command. 

 

LESSON: “Living in the World.” Though we live in the world, we are not of it! (READ John 

17:13-18). We will face moral choices on the job or in our communities. Sometimes these may 

cause us to waver in our faith, but we must stand strong. Jesus prayed that we be protected from 

the evil one, know the truth of God’s Word, and be witnesses in the world. How can we live for 

the Lord without being unduly influenced by the world? What do we need to do on a regular 

basis to keep ourselves from compromising our faith? 
 


