
DEVOTIONS FOR MATTHEW 6-10 
 
 

TOUCHING THE UNTOUCHABLE 

Wednesday, January 11 

Reading: Matthew 8 
 

Matthew 8:1  When Jesus came down from the mountainside, large crowds followed him. 2  A man  
with leprosy came and knelt before him and said, “Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean.”  
3  Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,” he said. “Be clean!” Immediately  
he was cleansed of his leprosy. 4  Then Jesus said to him, “See that you don’t tell anyone. But go,  
show yourself to the priest and offer the gift Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.” 

 

Every society has its own group of “untouchables.”  The Untouchables (or Dalits) of India are 

the most well-known group.  For centuries they were seen as a pollution to Indian society and 

were segregated and persecuted by the upper castes.  Though laws and conditions have 

improved, they still experience social discrimination and abuse, particularly in the rural parts of 

India where the only jobs open to them are the menial and hazardous jobs the upper-caste Indians 

refuse to perform.
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 Every society could point to a group(s) of people who have suffered similar 

injustice and bigotry. 

 

In ancient Israel, lepers were literally the untouchables of society.  They were forced to live in 

the wastelands and cry out “unclean” whenever another person approached them.  That is what is 

so amazing about this leper’s story!  His faith in Jesus is so strong that he breaks all protocol to 

fall at Jesus’ feet.  He has no doubt that Jesus has the power to heal him; his only question is if 

Jesus is willing to do it. 

 

If the leper’s actions were so incredible, Jesus’ were even more so.  While the rest of the crowd 

probably scattered in fear of catching the dreaded disease, Jesus reaches out in compassion and 

actually touches the diseased man!  When was the last time this man had experienced physical 

touch?  Jesus did not have to touch him to heal the leprosy, but the warmth of Jesus’ hand proved 

the compassion in His heart and the man was cleansed! 

 

Do we reach out with compassion to the “untouchables” around us?  There are always people 

who are overlooked or forgotten by society that need a compassionate touch. Are we willing to 

reach out to them?  It cost Jesus something to touch this leper. According to the Law, to touch a 

leper was to make yourself unclean as well.  Does our reaching out with the compassion of 

Christ cost us anything?  Are we willing to “get our hands dirty” to share the love of Jesus with 

others? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1
 http://www.ncdhr.org.in/dalits-untouchability/ and  http://www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-america/youtube-

channel-gives-indias-untouchables-chance-be-heard-n168701 

 

 


