
DAVID THE OUTLAW: A SHOW OF MERCY 

Monday, January 11 

Reading: 1 Samuel 24 
 

1 Samuel 24:9  He said to Saul, “Why do you listen when men say, ‘David is bent on harming you’?  

10  This day you have seen with your own eyes how the LORD delivered you into my hands in the  

cave. Some urged me to kill you, but I spared you; I said, ‘I will not lay my hand on my lord, because  

he is the LORD’s anointed.’ 
 

The story is told of a politician who became very angry with a photographer. After looking at the 

proof photos, he stormed into the photographer’s office and shouted, “This picture does not do 

me justice!” The photographer replied, “Sir, with a face like yours, you don’t need justice, you 

need mercy!” 
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We all need mercy! Mercy is defined as not getting what we deserve. It is the guilty criminal 

who is pardoned and released. It is God forgiving our sins though we don’t deserve it. We all like 

to get mercy - but it is much more difficult to show mercy! That is what David does for King 

Saul. The chief purpose of Saul’s life was to kill David. He dedicated all his time and resources 

to the hunt (which is probably why the Philistines were able to regroup for the final battle at 

Mount Gilboa). 

 

David had to be constantly on the run. Hiding in caves and betrayed by fellow Israelites, David 

considered himself a flea hunted in the mountains (1 Sam. 24:14; 26:20). All this makes David’s 

display of mercy to Saul even more incredible.   

 

During his quest to find David, King Saul stops to relieve himself in a cave not knowing that 

David is hiding in the back. His men urge him to kill Saul because the Lord has delivered his 

enemy into his hand. David, however, will not harm Saul because he is still the Lord’s anointed 

king. He will not take matters into his own hands. God will determine when and where Saul will 

die - not David. By cutting off a corner of Saul’s robe David is able to prove that he was close 

enough to kill the king and yet spared his life. Saul is temporarily ashamed of his actions and 

breaks off his pursuit.  But it will not last for long!  

 

Would we be able to show that kind of mercy in a similar situation? We often have trouble 

forgiving the smallest offense done against us. And yet, as children of God, we are called to 

imitate God’s attribute of mercy. 
 

Micah 6:8  He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD require  

of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.   

 

Matthew 5:7  Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.  
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READ THRU THE BIBLE: Genesis 41-45; Matthew 11 


