
A SAD CONCLUSION 

Thursday, January 10 

Reading: 1 Kings 13:11-25 
 

1 Kings 13:20  While they were sitting at the table, the word of the LORD came to the old prophet who  
had brought him back. 21  He cried out to the man of God who had come from Judah, “This is what the  
LORD says: ‘You have defied the word of the LORD and have not kept the command the LORD your God  
gave you. 22  You came back and ate bread and drank water in the place where he told you not to eat  
or drink. Therefore your body will not be buried in the tomb of your ancestors.’ ” 

 

This is a very strange and sad ending for the man of God’s story. After resisting the temptations 

of the king, he falls to the lies of this old prophet. Whatever else may be said of this old prophet, 

we know that he was not in a right relationship with God. He lives in Bethel, the center of 

Jeroboam’s calf cult. His sons are present (and perhaps participants) at the sacrifice. He lies and 

wrongfully uses God’s name in order to lure the man of God to his home. While the text does not 

tell us, his motives may have been to discredit the man of God and gain favor with the king. Or 

he may just have been jealous of the man of God’s success and wanted some “payback.” 

Whatever the case, his motives were wicked. 

 

This being said, the man of God should have known better! He knew what God had commanded 

of him and even quotes God’s words to the old charlatan. But he is deceived by the old prophet’s 

lie. He listened to a man instead of listening to the Lord. After hearing God’s judgment, it is to 

his credit that the man of God does not protest but accepts God’s word as just. The strange scene 

of a lion and the donkey standing together by his dead body was further evidence that this was an 

act of God. Disobedience has a price! 

 

LESSON ONE: “Contradicting God’s Word.” The man of God should have realized that the old 

prophet was lying because the Word of God never contradicts itself. God’s command was clear 

and stood in direct opposition to the words of the old prophet. His experience warns believers 

that it does not matter who a person is or whom they claim has spoken to them, if what they say 

does not match up to the Word of God it is a lie and must be rejected. Have you ever been 

sucked in by fancy talk and convincing words because you failed to measure it by God’s Word? 

What must you do to avoid this in the future? 

 

LESSON TWO: “God takes Disobedience Seriously.” The death of the man of God may seem 

harsh to us, but God was sending a strong message. Jeroboam and the people could have 

concluded that if the man of God could disregard God’s Word then they could as well. However, 

God’s swift judgment was a warning that God takes disobedience very seriously. Is there some 

area in which you are disobeying God’s Word? What do you need to do to correct it? 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Genesis 33-36; Matthew 9 


