
LOOK AT YOUR PURPOSE 

Thursday, February 9 

Reading: Haggai 2:1-9 
 

Haggai 2:9  ‘The glory of this present house will be greater than the glory of the former house,’ says the LORD Almighty. 

‘And in this place I will grant peace,’ declares the LORD Almighty.” 
 

Haggai second message came about a month after the people had restarted the work on the temple. It was the 

end of the Feast of Tabernacles and many Jews had come to Jerusalem to see how the work was coming along. 

However, many of them were disappointed because their perspective was in the wrong place. 

 

LOOKING BACK (2:3) – Haggai’s question is reminiscent of what happened 15 years earlier when the 

foundations of the temple were laid. Many of the people rejoiced but the older generation who had seen the 

glory of Solomon’s temple wept (Ezra 3:10-13). They were discouraged with how small and unadorned this 

temple was by comparison. They had lost their perspective! The purpose for building the temple was not to 

compare it to the past, but to have a place to worship and honor God. 

 

LOOKING UP (2:4-5) – The people needed to focus on the Lord of the work and not so much on the work 

itself. God’s presence and power would give them the strength to finish what they had started. When we focus 

on the Lord, doing His work is the practical outcome of our daily walk with Him. 

 

LOOKING AHEAD (2:6-9) – God now informs the disheartened group of builders about His future plans for 

this temple. The central issue is the phrase “what is desired by all nations will come” or “the desire of all 

nations.” I believe this refers to the coming of Messiah – the Lord Jesus Christ. This temple would be expanded 

by Herod the Great, but its’ true glory would come when Jesus Himself taught and healed within its walls. It is 

here that Jesus proclaimed salvation and peace with God.  

 

When the Jews were building this small, seemingly insignificant temple they could only get a glimpse of the 

magnificent purpose that God had for their work. This promise must have brought great encouragement to their 

efforts.  

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. If you want to dampen a project, all you have to say is: “This is okay, but you should have seen what we  

did back in ‘the good old days.” When we focus on past successes or use things like big numbers, money,  

or activities to determine our purpose in ministry we can get discouraged. While these may be indicators of 

God working, focusing on them can distract us from our real purpose – loving and serving God! We are to 

LEARN from the past, not LIVE in the past. 

 

2. Jesus is the One the world desires even if they don’t recognize it. They try to fill this desire with other 

religions, good works, and a host of other things. But only Christ can fill this desire in their hearts.  

 

3. We can get so busy in the work of the Lord that we forget the Lord of the work. Our ultimate purpose must 

always be to serve, honor, and glorify Jesus Christ. We may never see the end results of our work for God, 

but God’s work done in God’s way will always accomplish God’s purposes. 
 

  

 

 
READING THE STORY: Zechariah 1-7 


