
DARE TO BE A DANIEL 
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[1] Standing by a purpose true       [2] Many mighty men are lost 

Heeding God’s command       Daring not to stand       
Honor them the faithful few            [CHORUS]       Who for God had been a host 
All hail to Daniel’s band         Dare to be a Daniel        By joining Daniel’s band 
          Dare to stand alone 
[3] Many giants great and tall            Dare to have a purpose firm       [4] Hold the Gospel banner high 
Stalking through the land  And dare to make it known       On to vict’ry grand 
Headlong to the earth would fall      Satan and his hosts defy 

If met by Daniel’s band             And shout for Daniel’s band 
   
 

This unconventional song was written in 1873 by Philip Bliss to help his Sunday School class remember the 

story of Daniel. While it tells us little about the life of Daniel it does remind us we need to have the courage and 

faith in the Lord as he did. We need to be part of “Daniel’s band.” Bliss was a talented hymn writer and 

composer. Hymns like ‘Wonderful Words of Life’, ‘Hallelujah! What a Savior”, and ‘Jesus Loves Even Me’ are 

still in many hymnals today. He also wrote the music for Spafford’s ‘It is Well with My Soul.” Sadly, Philip 

Bliss died in a train crash a few years after writing this song (d. 1876). He was only 38 years old. 

 

Daniel’s “purpose true” is found in chapter 1 of his book. When confronted with the pagan culture of Babylon, 

the captive Daniel “purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself” (Daniel 1:8 NKJV). This is how 

Daniel and his friends Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego would live their lives and God honored their 

faithfulness.  

 

The first verse of Bliss’ song tells us what God has called us to do. We are to stand on and obey God’s 

commands. The second verse reminds us of the need for courage. Many believers are “daring not to stand.” We 

must have courage and get our strength from the Lord. And we stand strongest when we stand together! In verse 

three, we are reminded that there are those who oppose God and His people. The reference in this verse is not to 

Daniel but to David and Goliath. Just as Goliath was defeated by David’s faith in God, so the giants who oppose 

us “headlong to the earth would fall” if we stand against them in the power of God. The last verse is our battle 

cry! When we “hold the Gospel banner high” Satan and his forces shout in fear because “the gospel…is the 

power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes” (Romans 1:16).  The chorus of Bliss’ song is the 

challenge to be daring as were Daniel and his friends. We dare to stand for God…even if we must do it alone. 

We dare to hold firmly to God’s purpose and message and we dare to share it with others. That is what it means 

to be part of “Daniel’s band.” That is what it means to be part of the family of God. 
 

Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be courageous; be strong. Do everything in love. 

1 Corinthians 16:13-14 

 

 

 

 

 

Listen to ‘Dare to be a Daniel’ @ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nba2IgJzKR0 

 

 

 
https://hymnstudiesblog.wordpress.com/2009/01/06/quotdare-to-be-a-danielquot/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philip_Bliss 


