
A PASSIONATE PRAYER 

Friday, February 3 

Reading: Daniel 9 
 

Daniel 9: 18  Give ear, O God, and hear; open Your eyes and see the desolation of the city that bears Your Name.  

We do not make requests of You because we are righteous, but because of Your great mercy. 19  O Lord, listen!  

O Lord, forgive! O Lord, hear and act! For Your sake, O my God, do not delay, because Your city and Your people  

bear Your Name." 
 

The kingdom of Babylon has fallen to Cyrus and his Persian/Mede alliance (539 BC). There is much debate 

over the identity of “Darius the Mede” from the book of Daniel. This name does not appear in ancient histories.  

Some have associated him was a governor whom Cyrus put in charge while he was busy “cleaning up” after the 

war. Others believe that Darius may be another name for Cyrus himself (I would be in this group). Whoever he 

was, Darius the Mede had broad power in Babylon and the provinces. 

 

Perhaps spurred on by these events, Daniel searches the Scriptures and finds the prophecy Jeremiah had sent to 

the exiles before the fall of Jerusalem (Jeremiah 29). This reminds him that God had said the Jewish exiles 

would be in Babylon for 70 years and that time was almost up. 
 

Jeremiah 29:10  This is what the LORD says: "When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill 

My gracious promise to bring you back to this place…12  Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will 

listen to you. 13  You will seek Me and find Me when you seek Me with all your heart. 
 

He may also have remembered that Isaiah had prophesied almost 100 years before Jeremiah that a king named 

Cyrus would be God’s instrument to conquer nations and restore His people to their homeland (see Isaiah 44:24 

- 45:6). These facts drive Daniel to his knees in prayer - exactly what Jeremiah had said the Jews were to do! 

 

In his prayer, Daniel confesses the sins of his people and admits that God was just to punish them. His plea for 

God’s forgiveness is not based on Israel being worthy (they are not!) but on the honor of God’s name. Daniel 

appeals for God to keep His promise and restore His people to the land and rebuild Jerusalem and the Temple 

which bear God’s name. 

 

God’s response to this prayer would not simply cover 70 years, but 70 weeks of years (490 years). This vision 

not only told about the return of the captive Jews to Jerusalem but looked forward to the coming of the Messiah.
 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 
1. Daniel’s prayer was motivated by his reading of Scripture. When was the last time the Bible has driven you 

to your knees? Does your study of God’s Word direct you to areas about which you need to pray? How can 

you make the Bible a more effective part of your prayer life? 

 

2. Though not a part of the idolatry and rebellion that had led to the Babylonian exile, Daniel identifies himself 

with the Jewish people (notice his use of “we”). He accepts that he too is a sinner and claims his part of the 

responsibility. Do your actions and prayers contribute to or fight against the sins of our nation? 

 

3. Are you serious about pleading for the lost sinners in the world, the nation, and your neighborhood? 

 

 

 
READING THE STORY: Daniel 10-12 


