
WEIGHED AND FOUND WANTING 

Thursday, February 2 

Reading: Daniel 5 
 

Daniel 5:26  "This is what these words mean: Mene: God has numbered the days of your reign and brought it to an end.  
27  Tekel: You have been weighed on the scales and found wanting. 28  Peres: Your kingdom is divided and given to the  
Medes and Persians." 

 

It is the evening of October 5
th

, 539 BC! King Nabonidus and his army have been defeated. For some days now 

Cyrus and the Persian army have been camped a few miles from Babylon. The city has prepared for a long siege 

by gathering enough food for several years and it has plenty of water as the Euphrates River runs under the 

walls and through the center of the city. In a supreme act of arrogance, Belshazzar gathers his nobles for a 

drunken party assuming nothing can break the defenses of mighty Babylon. 

 

However when in a drunken stupor he orders that the holy vessels that Nebuchadnezzar had taken from the 

Temple in Jerusalem be brought so they can drink toasts to the gods of Babylon the Lord steps in. The king is 

quickly sobered as the fingers of a giant hand began to write on the plaster wall of his party chamber. 

Belshazzar calls for the wise men and magicians to tell him what the ominous message means but none can do 

so. 

 

Finally, the queen mother (Belshazzar’s mother and possibly the daughter of Nebuchadnezzar) tells him about 

Daniel who has apparently been out of high level political circles for some time. She reminded Belshazzar that 

Nebuchadnezzar found him to be a man of keen knowledge and understanding whom he appointed chief of his 

wise men. Belshazzar calls for Daniel (now around 80) and promises to make him the third ruler of Babylon 

(his father is #1, Belshazzar is #2) if he can interpret the writing. 

 

Daniel first reminds the arrogant king of how God had humbled Nebuchadnezzar and how that king had 

positively responded to God’s chastening. However, Belshazzar was not so wise as to humble himself. The 

writing on the wall meant that God had numbered his days, that he had been weighed in God’s scales and found 

wanting, and that his kingdom would be conquered and divided by the Medes and Persians.    

 

Belshazzar fulfills his promise to reward Daniel but what he does not know is that at that very moment the 

Persian army was invading the city of Babylon by diverting the Euphrates River and entering through the dried 

up riverbed under the wall. That night Belshazzar is killed and the Babylonian empire has come to an end. 

  

POINTS TO PONDER: 
1. Belshazzar had not learned from the past experiences of Nebuchadnezzar. Do you learn from the mistakes 

and sins of others so as not to fall into the same traps? What can you do to better learn from the past? 

 

2. Belshazzar thought that he was invincible. In his pride, he made himself the center of the universe. 

However, God showed him that it is the Almighty who weighs people’s lives and determines their destinies. 

The only thing that matters is faith in God! When God weighs your life in His scales will He find you a 

person of faith and integrity like Daniel? Or will He find you “wanting”? Is your life a tribute to the God 

you serve or an arrogant monument to your own selfish wants and desires? What can you do to make your 

life point other people to Jesus? 

 

 

 
READING THE STORY: Daniel 7-9 


