
THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS…IN ETERNITY 

Tuesday, February 28 

Reading: Hebrews 10:1-7 
 

Hebrews 10:5  Therefore, when Christ came into the world, He said: “Sacrifice and offering You did not desire, but a  

body You prepared for Me; 6  with burnt offerings and sin offerings You were not pleased. 7  Then I said, ‘Here I am— 

it is written about Me in the scroll— I have come to do Your will, My God.’ ” 
 

At Christmastime we like to picture the various scenes associated with the story of Jesus’ birth. We see the 

angel’s announcements to Mary and Joseph, the surprise of the shepherds, the Baby in a manger, the journey of 

the wise men. But there is one scene we don’t think about and could not imagine if we did. The moment Jesus 

stepped out of heaven into the womb of the Virgin Mary. The Creator becoming like His creation. Eternity 

stepping into time. We call this event ‘the incarnation’ – when God became a man. While picturing this scene is 

impossible for mortals bound by time and space, the book of Hebrews gives a glimpse of the WHY of that 

moment. 

 

Why did Jesus become a man? Hebrews 10 reminds us that He came to be our Savior. The cry of the Old 

Testament is for a Savior. The sacrifices required by the Law of Moses could not solve the problem. They gave 

no real access to God (10:1-2) and could not remove sin (10:3-4). They only reminded the people they were 

sinners every time they made a sacrifice. They pointed to our need for a Savior to make the final sacrifice. The 

angel’s words to Joseph were the culmination of this hope: “You shall call His name Jesus: for He will save His 

people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21). The writer of Hebrews depicts Christ quoting the words of Psalm 40
1
 as 

He is coming into the world (10:5-7). The “body You prepared for Me” was a human body so that He could 

suffer and die for our sins.  

 

Why was God “not pleased” with the sacrifices required by the Law of Moses? Those animals could never truly 

represent us to God. They could never really take the punishment that we deserve. They were merely a picture 

of the Lamb of God who was to come. The animals that had been offered for centuries had no choice. They did 

not volunteer to be sacrificed. But Jesus said, “I have come to do Your will, My God.” When Jesus left the halls 

of eternity to become a man He knew exactly where it would lead – to a cross!  

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Why did Jesus leave heaven? He came to live the life we could not live and to die the death we deserved to 

die. Sin is ‘tattooed’ on our very souls. But Jesus was not stained with sin. He was not touched by the sin 

curse as we are. That is why His miraculous birth is so important. He was the only One who could pay the 

debt of sin and satisfy God’s justice. Have you received His free gift of salvation that cost Him His life? 

 

2. Because we are born with a sin nature, we cannot live in total obedience to God. But Jesus lived a life of 

perfect obedience. And if Jesus is our Savior we can now live in obedience to God through His power 

working in our lives. Jesus raises us up to live the life we were designed to live – a life in-line with our 

Creator, a life lived in praise to Him, a life of real purpose and hope.  

 
1
 The quotation is from Psalm 40:6-8. The reason it reads slightly different in our Old Testament is that Hebrews is quoting from the 

Septuagint translation – a translation of the Hebrew Bible into Greek done about 200-300 years before Jesus.  

 

 

 
READING THE STORY: Luke 1 


