
MALACHI: RIGHT GIVING, RIGHT LIVING 

Saturday, February 25 

Reading: Malachi 3-4 
 

Malachi 4:1  “Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace. All the arrogant and every evildoer will be stubble… 
says the LORD Almighty. 2  But for you who revere My name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its rays.  

 

In answer to the people’s question “Where is the God of justice?” (2:17), God presents two messengers who 

will bring His judgment (3:1). The first who prepares the way was fulfilled by John the Baptist. The rest of 

verse 1 speaks of Jesus’ First Coming. The word “suddenly” means unexpectedly or unannounced. No one 

expected Messiah to come as a poor carpenter wandering the hills doing miracles and teaching the people about 

God. Thus they rejected Jesus at His first coming when He shed His blood to usher in the New Covenant. 

 

Malachi 3:2-5 speak of Jesus’ Second Coming to judge and rule the world. And no sin can endure or stand in 

His presence when He returns in power and glory. He will purify those who trust in Him and make them ready 

for the kingdom. But He will bring justice to those who stand against Him and mistreat His people. Malachi will 

return to this theme in chapter four with the promise of a messenger like Elijah who will turn the hearts of the 

people back to God before the Day of the Lord comes (4:4-6). 

 

In between these two predictions, Malachi contrasts the unfaithful people with the faithful remnant. In answer to 

the Lord’s question, the people imply that they have not left God so how are they to return (3:6-7). God gives 

them an example of their waywardness. Their selfishness was shown in their lack of giving the tithes and 

offerings required by the Law (3:8-12). These were used to fund the work of the Temple and to support the 

priests and Levites who served there. They also refused to serve God and asked “What do we get out of it?” 

(3:13-15). 

 

In contrast, the faithful remnant fears the Lord and honors His name (3:16-18). Their names will be written in 

God’s presence. They are His “treasured possession.” In the Day of Judgment the wicked will burn up like a 

furnace. But for the faithful “the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its rays” (4:1-3).  

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse.” Everything we have comes from and belongs to God. When we 

selfishly refuse to give back to God a portion of His blessings we rob God of what He deserves. We are also 

robbing ourselves of God’s blessing being poured into our lives (3:10). The tithe (or 10%) is not 

commanded in the New Testament but the principle of unselfish giving is! The New Testament teaches 

giving sacrificially, generously, and with a cheerful heart. What are you giving to support the work of the 

Lord?  (Read 2 Corinthians 9:6-11).  

 

2. “It is futile to serve God. What do we get by carrying out His requirements?” Instead of serving God 

because He is great and worthy of worship and service, they only cared about what they could gain. They 

said that serving God was worthless! Why serve the Lord when the wicked get away with testing God’s holy 

standards! (3:13-15). Some Christians have that attitude today. They go to church, give, and serve only for 

what God will give them in return. Our worship and service should come from a heart of gratitude not a 

selfish desire to “get blessings.” When we have the right attitude God’s blessings will come in ways we 

don’t expect. 
 


