
JOYFUL DELIVERANCE 

Friday, February 17 

Reading: Esther 7-8 
 

Esther 8:16  For the Jews it was a time of happiness and joy, gladness and honor. 17  In every province and in every  

city, wherever the edict of the king went, there was joy and gladness among the Jews, with feasting and celebrating.  

And many people of other nationalities became Jews because fear of the Jews had seized them. 
 

After his humiliation even Haman’s family warns him that defeat is imminent (6:12-14). This fall is realized at 

Esther’s second banquet where she fingers Haman as the one bent on destroying her and her people (her first 

admission that she is a Jew). Haman quickly gets what he deserves and Mordecai is promoted in Haman’s place 

as minister to the king.  

 

However, Haman’s law was still in effect and could not be changed. But while the law could not be rescinded, it 

could be softened. By stating that the Jews could defend themselves, Mordecai was warning their enemies that 

the attitude of the king had changed concerning the Jews. He was now on their side! This not only stopped some 

of the people from attacking the Jews, it also made many of them become Jews themselves. 

 

The Jews throughout the Persian Empire received this news with joy and feasting. It had appeared that all was 

lost. But through the bravery of Queen Esther the plot of the enemy was foiled and the people of Israel were 

saved. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 
1. Satan has many people like Haman whom he uses to try and destroy God’s people.  While Satan sometimes 

seems to have the upper hand, God always wins the final victory. He is the great Deliverer! When have you 

seen God deliver in your life? 

 Have you been delivered from your sins through trusting Christ as Savior? 

 Have you seen God deliver you from some temptation or sinful habit that was infecting your life? 

 Have you experienced God’s deliverance during a trial or time of sorrow in your life? 

 

2. When we experience God’s hand in our lives, do we celebrate it? The Jews began celebrating even before 

the appointed day of their doom arrived, knowing that God had provided them a means of escape. Read 

these words from Psalm 37 and rejoice in God’s promises and deliverance. 
 

Psalm 37:1  Do not fret because of evil men or be envious of those who do wrong;  

2  for like the grass they will soon wither, like green plants they will soon die away.  

3  Trust in the LORD and do good; dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture.  

4  Delight yourself in the LORD and He will give you the desires of your heart.  

5  Commit your way to the LORD; trust in Him and He will do this:  

6  He will make your righteousness shine like the dawn, the justice of your cause like the noonday sun… 

23  If the LORD delights in a man's way, He makes his steps firm;  

24  though he stumble, he will not fall, for the LORD upholds him with His hand… 

39  The salvation of the righteous comes from the LORD; He is their stronghold in time of trouble. 

 


