
THE VILLAIN’S PLOT 

Tuesday, February 14 

Reading: Esther 3 
 

Esther 3:5  When Haman saw that Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honor, he was enraged. 6  Yet having  
learned who Mordecai’s people were, he scorned the idea of killing only Mordecai. Instead Haman looked for a way to  
destroy all Mordecai’s people, the Jews, throughout the whole kingdom of Xerxes. 

 

Enter Haman: the villain of our story. The king promotes this man higher than any of the other nobles and 

orders that everyone bow to Haman. But Mordecai refuses to do so. He will not bow to this wicked man. The 

other officials at the gate ask Mordecai his reason and keep pressing him for days. Finally he states it is because 

he is a Jew. These officials then go and report all this to Haman. 

 

Enraged, Haman concocts a plan to kill not only Mordecai but all the Jews as well. He approaches the king but 

is very sneaky with his request. He simply calls them “a certain people” and plays on the king’s prejudices by 

claiming their customs are different and they don’t obey the king’s laws. Haman then offers to pay the king to 

have them eliminated. 

 

Without even checking the facts, King Xerxes gives Haman his signet ring so his plan can be signed into law. 

The edict is issued that on the 13th day of the 12th month, all Jews - men, women, and children - were to be 

killed and their property plundered by their attackers. This was sent out to “every province…and nationality.” 

 

This caused much confusion in the empire and great mourning among the Jews.  Mordecai “tore his clothes, put 

on sackcloth and ashes…wailing loudly and bitterly” (4:1). Meanwhile the king and Haman sit back and party 

like this is a minor thing. Haman is celebrating his victory and Xerxes is indifferent to all the lives he has just 

allowed Haman to assign to destruction. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. We are not told Mordecai’s reason for refusing to bow to Haman. Though it disobeyed the king’s command, 

Mordecai’s act might have come from a conviction not to honor a wicked man like Haman.  Though 

Christians are commanded to honor and obey those in authority, what are some situations in which we must 

“obey God rather than man” (Acts 5:29)? Are you ready and willing to face the consequences of standing up 

for your faith? 

 

2. Satan has a special hatred for the Jewish people. Haman’s plot is another example of this hatred. The 

persecution the Jews have received through the centuries is also proof of this hatred. It is because the Savior 

would come through Israel that Satan tried to destroy them in the Old Testament. It is because Jesus will 

return and redeem Israel that he continues to harass and attack them. When God made the covenant with 

Abraham He said, “I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse” (Genesis 12:3). 

As Christians, we should be on the side of Israel. We should “pray for the peace of Jerusalem” (Psalm 

122:6) and pray that they accept Jesus as their Messiah and Savior (Romans 10). 

 

 


