
THE SILENCE OF GOD 

Monday, February 13 

Reading: Esther 1-2 
 

Esther 2:17  Now the king was attracted to Esther more than to any of the other women, and she won his favor and  

approval more than any of the other virgins. So he set a royal crown on her head and made her queen instead of Vashti. 
 

The events described in Esther occur between the events of Ezra 6 and 7. The reigning king of Persia is Xerxes. 

The extravagant feast described in Esther 1 was probably part of his preparation for the invasion of Greece that 

began later that year (480 BC). The author of Esther focuses on the demotion of Vashti because it prepares the 

way for Esther to become the new queen. 

 

After his humiliating defeat in Greece, Xerxes returned to Persia and according to ancient historian Herodotus 

“consoled himself with the pleasures of his harem.” This describes perfectly what happens in Esther 2. The king 

gathered the virgins in his kingdom to find a replacement for Vashti. After a year of preparation, each girl spent 

a night with the king and the one who pleased him most would be crowned. The rest would end up in the king’s 

harem.  

 

Esther was a Jewish orphan who had been raised by her uncle Mordecai, an official at the king’s gate. He 

instructs her not to reveal her Jewish ancestry when she is taken to the palace; a command that Esther obeys 

even after she is chosen as queen. 

 

While Esther is settling into the palace, Mordecai overhears a threat to the king’s life and tells Esther who 

reports it to the king in Mordecai’s name. The conspirators are executed and the whole affair is recorded in the 

official annals of the kingdom, a fact that will become very important later on. 

   

 POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Esther is a unique book in the Bible because the name of God is not mentioned anywhere. There is also no 

mention of prayer or other spiritual activity in the book.  However, this “silence of God” does not mean that 

He is not present. God’s hand can be seen throughout, working behind the scenes to accomplish His will. 

Have you ever felt God was “silent” in your life? What people and circumstances has God used to help and 

guide you during these times? 

 

2. Mordecai and Esther do not appear to be very religious Jews. The Jews had returned to Jerusalem to rebuild 

the Temple over 50 years earlier. Why didn’t Mordecai go? To obey Mordecai’s instructions and hide her 

Jewish heritage would entail breaking many Jewish laws (lying, Jewish dietary laws, prohibition against 

marrying a heathen, sex with the king before marriage). We also see a huge difference between the prayer 

life of Nehemiah and the apparent lack of it in the book of Esther. Perhaps this is one reason the book does 

not mention the name of God. The author wants to show that even when we are not living for the Lord as we 

should, He is still watching over us and directing events to accomplish His purposes. How can the fact that 

God is in control despite our failings encourage us? 
 

 

 


