
PRAISE: TURN AWAY FOR YOUR IDOLS 

Saturday, February 9 

Reading: Psalm 115:1-18 
 

Psalm 115:4  But their idols are silver and gold, made by human hands...8  Those who make 

them will be like them, and so will all who trust in them. 
 

Israel was always surrounded by idol-worshipping nations. These pagans would always ask the 

Jews, “Where is your God?” The heathen nations had many gods. There temples littered their 

landscapes. Each temple had at least one idol which represented one of their gods. But when they 

looked at Israel, they had only one temple and no idols or statutes to worship. Where was this 

invisible God of Israel? Where are all the little idols and household images to remind them of 

who their God was? 

 

From the very start, God had commanded that His people worship Him differently from the other 

nations. He would not be “boiled down” to an image or statue. Psalm 115:4-8 (repeated in Psalm 

135) is God’s scathing rebuke of idol worship. While these idols may look beautiful they are 

helpless to aid those who worship them. 

 

In contrast, the one true God does not live in statutes or temples made by men, but in the highest 

heaven (115:3). Though idols have hands, feet, mouths, and ears they give no benefit to their 

worshippers. But the God of heaven is a “help and shield” to His people (115:9-11). Idols have 

no power to improve the lives of people, but the Lord “remembers us and will bless us” (115:12-

15). 

 

This psalm reminded the Israelites of what made them different from every other nation. They 

had a covenant with the only living God, the only God who was able to help and bless them. 

Throughout their history the Israelites would often forget this and start living and worshipping 

like the heathen nations around them. This always brought God’s hand of often painful discipline 

to bring them back to Him. 

 

LESSON ONE: “Be an Idol.” This psalm brings a strong warning for people today. It says, 

“Those who make [idols] will be like them, and so will all who trust in them” (115:8). Like the 

ancient Israelites, we too are surrounded by idols. And they are just as tempting for us as they 

were to them. Our idols may not be little statues. They are much more devious. Idols in our life 

can take the form of money, power, sex, leisure, entertainment – and the list goes on and on. 

When we place anything as more important than God in our hearts it becomes an idol. And this 

psalm tells us that we will become like them – spiritually powerless, lifeless, and useless. They 

make us “blend in” with the world instead of standing out as different. What idols might you be 

harboring in your heart? How do these idols affect your relationship with the Lord?  

 

LESSON TWO: “Our Help and Shield.” Three times the psalmist declares that the Lord is our 

Help and Shield (115:9-11). We do not have to fight these idols in our own strength. In fact, we 

cannot defeat them on our own. We need the strength and protection of the Lord to rid ourselves 

of anything that draws us away for Him. He can help rid our minds and souls of these idols and 

keep us from falling into their traps again. What must we do to keep our minds and hearts fixed 

on God instead of idols? What steps will you take today to make this a reality in your life? 
 


