
DEUTERONOMY: FINAL EPITAPH 

Sunday, February 9 

Reading: Deuteronomy 31, 34 
 

Deuteronomy 34:10  Since then, no prophet has risen in Israel like Moses, whom the  LORD knew face  
to face, 11  who did all those signs and wonders the LORD sent him to do  in Egypt—to Pharaoh and to  
all his officials and to his whole land. 12  For no one has ever shown the mighty power or performed the 
awesome deeds that Moses did in the sight of all Israel. 

 

Moses’ last words remind the people that though he will not be with them, God will not leave 

them or forsake them. He will give them victory in the Promised Land just as He had given them 

victory over their other enemies. Moses makes sure there is a written copy of the Law and 

commands it to be read and passed down from generation to generation. 

 

Moses knew that the Israelites would break their covenant with God. To help them remember, 

Moses taught Israel a song that lists what will happen if they turn away from God (cha. 32) and 

then pronounced a blessing on each tribe (cha. 33).     

 

Then Moses climbs Mount Nebo where God allows him to see the Promised Land he would not 

be allowed to enter. There Moses dies and God buries him in an unknown grave. The people 

mourn for Moses and then prepare to follow Joshua in obedience to God’s commands. The final 

words of Deuteronomy give a lasting epitaph to the life of one of God’s greatest servants. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. One of the driving forces behind Moses’ final words is the promise that God would be with 

them. Victory would not come through military might or clever strategies. It would come 

from God’s presence leading them and their obedience to Him. Moses also warned them that 

turning from the Lord would bring defeat. How does the promise of God’s presence help us 

live our Christian lives today? In what ways do some Christians turn from the Lord? 

 

2. The reason God buried Moses in an unknown place may be to keep the Israelites from setting 

up a shrine and “worshipping” at his tomb. We all have a tendency to put people on 

pedestals. God wants us to learn from godly examples but we must worship only Him. Is 

there someone in your life who you might place above your reverence for the Lord? 

    

3. The final epitaph of Moses’ life was that he was a man mightily used by God because he had 

a strong personal relationship with the Almighty. What do you want others to remember 

about your life? What would God say about your life and service for Him? 
 

 


