
DAVID THE KING: OPPORTUNITIES 

Tuesday, February 9 

Reading: 2 Samuel 20 
 

2 Samuel 20:21  That is not the case. A man named Sheba son of Bikri, from the hill country of Ephraim, 

has lifted up his hand against the king, against David. Hand over this one man, and I’ll withdraw from the 

city.” The woman said to Joab, “His head will be thrown to you from the wall.”  
 

As David nears Jerusalem, the other ten tribes accuse Judah of trying to steal David from them. 

After all, they have 10 shares in the kingdom to Judah’s one. And they had been the first to talk 

about bringing David back as king. The tribe of Judah maintains that they have the right to escort 

David home because he is their close relative – a member of the tribe of Judah (19:41-43). This 

dispute between the tribes over who has a larger claim to the king results in another civil war led 

by a Benjamite named Sheba. While Judah stays by David’s side, the rest of Israel once again 

deserts David. 

 

Amasa, David’s nephew and former general under Absalom, is called on to lead David’s army. 

But when he takes too long to gather the troops David turns to Abishai to go after Sheba. On 

their way, Amasa “catches up” with them and Joab takes the opportunity to assassinate the man 

who had replaced him as general just as he had done to Abner years earlier. Joab then takes 

command of David’s army once again. The call to battle is telling of Joab’s attitude: “Whoever 

favors Joab, and whoever is for David, let him follow Joab!” (20:11). Joab always came first! 

This is an especially heinous act as Joab and Amasa are cousins (sons of two of David’s sisters). 

They do not even bother to give him a proper burial but simply drag his body off the road and 

throw a coat over it. 

 

Sheba recruits throughout Israel but does not gain the support of the nation as David had feared. 

Instead he flees to the walled city of Abel Beth Maakah, a city about 25 miles north of the Sea of 

Galilee. Joab surrounds and lays siege to the city. To avoid destruction, a wise woman convinces 

the townspeople to kill Sheba. They cut off his head and throw it over the wall to Joab. With the 

death of Sheba, Joab and his army break off the attack and return home. This quick and decisive 

end to Sheba’s revolt firmly reestablished David as king of all Israel. It also established Joab as 

general once again as David could not demote the man who had once again saved the kingdom. 

 

This chapter is full of people taking advantage of their opportunities. Sheba took the opportunity 

to rebel against David and gain power for himself. Joab took the opportunity to kill Amasa and 

reclaim his role as general of Israel. The wise woman took the opportunity to get rid of the rebel 

and save her city from destruction. 

 

The attitudes behind the actions of Sheba and Joab were selfish and wrong. They used their 

opportunities to promote themselves and their desires. What do you do with the opportunities 

that God places in your life? Read the following New Testament verses that talk about the proper 

use of opportunity. 

 

Galatians 6:10 - - - Ephesians 5:15-17 - - - Colossians 4:5-6 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Numbers 9-12; Mark 4 


