
DAVID THE KING: RETURNING HOME 

Monday, February 8 

Reading: 2 Samuel 19:9-43 
 

2 Samuel 19:9  Throughout the tribes of Israel, the people were all arguing with each other, saying,  

"The king delivered us from the hand of our enemies; he is the one who rescued us from the hand of  

the Philistines. But now he has fled the country because of Absalom; 10  and Absalom, whom we  

anointed to rule over us, has died in battle. So why do you say nothing about bringing the king back?" 
 

With the battle over, David must now reunite the nation that had been torn apart by Absalom’s 

conspiracy. He had lost much of the respect and trust of his people over the past years. The 

people of Israel were in a quandary about what to do next. They had followed Absalom even 

though it was David who had given the nation the security and prosperity they had enjoyed for so 

long. David reaches out to his own tribe of Judah and even offers the “olive branch” of making 

Amasa, who had been Absalom’s general, to be commander of his armies replacing Joab who 

had disobeyed David’s orders concerning Absalom. David’s words and actions “won over the 

hearts of the men of Judah.” 

 

Along the way home, David deals with some of the fallout from his flight. He shows a spirit of 

forgiveness by refusing to kill Shimei who had cursed him as he fled from Jerusalem (see 16:5-

14). He realizes that Ziba had lied about Mephibosheth being a traitor (see 16:1-4) and now 

offers to split the inheritance. But Mephibosheth, who has been in mourning since David was 

forced to flee, is satisfied with the fact that his king is home and safe. Lastly, David rewarded 

Barzillai who had shown his loyalty by providing provisions for David while he was fleeing (see 

17:27-29). 

 

David’s nephew Abishai, though loyal to David, was a man with no mercy. While they were on 

the run from King Saul, it was Abishai who had wanted to “pin him to the ground” when he was 

at their mercy but David would not kill “the Lord’s anointed” (1 Samuel 26). He had also 

conspired with his brother Joab to murder Abner (1 Samuel 3:30). Now he had twice wanted to 

kill Shimei for his offenses against David. While David was willing to show mercy, Abishai 

could not. Do you ever struggle with forgiveness when you have been hurt or wronged?  

 

When fleeing for his life, David had taken the word of Ziba as the truth and stripped 

Mephibosheth of his lands. Only after returning home does he discover that Ziba had lied in 

order to regain King Saul’s property for himself. Do we ever make a decision without finding out 

all the facts? What should we do to make sure we are making the right decision? 

 

The repercussions of Absalom’s hatred were far reaching and would take David much work to 

reconcile. What long term effects does sin have on our lives and the lives of others?  How do we 

deal with rebuilding these broken relationships? 
 

 

 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Numbers 5-8; Mark 3 


