
DEUTERONOMY: CANCELED & FREED 

Friday, February 7 

Reading: Deuteronomy 15 
 

Deuteronomy 15:10  Give generously to them and do so without a grudging heart; then because of this  

the LORD your God will bless you in all your work and in everything you put your hand to. 11  There will 

always be poor people in the land. Therefore I command you to be openhanded toward your fellow  

Israelites who are poor and needy in your land. 
 

This chapter deals with God’s concern for the poor and needy. Many times people would go into 

debt because they were too poor to pay for the things they needed. Every seven years these debts 

were to be cancelled so these people did not have to live in perpetual poverty. This law did not 

apply to non-Israelite debtors. This was God’s grace for His people. Obedience would bring 

God’s rich blessings (15:1-6). 

 

God also instructed His people to be generous to the poor. They were to give freely and with an 

open hand. They were not to be hardhearted or tightfisted or take advance of those in need. Then 

God would bless and prosper their work (15:7-11). 

 

Another way poor Israelites could pay their debt was by selling themselves as servants to their 

creditors. But even this was not a permanent situation. Every seven years these “indentured 

servants” were to be set free. When they left, the master was to be generous in appreciation for 

their years of service. If however that person loved his master and did not wish to be freed, the 

servant would have his or her ear pierced and they would be the master’s servant for life (15:12-

18).  

 

POINTS TO PONDER:  

1. God realized that there would always be poor people in the community (15:11). It is the 

responsibility of God’s people to do what they can to help those in need. Notice the words 

Moses uses to describe our attitude in giving. Openhanded is the opposite of tightfisted 

(literally ‘shut your hand’). Don’t harden your heart but freely give what they need. Give 

generously without a grudging heart. Three times Moses states that generosity will bring the 

blessings of God. The Apostle Paul writes similar words when he talks about giving. 
 

“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also 

reap generously. Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all 

things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.” (2 Cor. 9:6-8) 

 

God blesses us with material things so that we can in turn bless others. Are you are cheerful 

giver? How can you better use God’s blessings to bless other? 

 

2. The reason God wanted His people to free their slaves and be generous with them was 

because it was a picture of what God had done for them (15:14-15). They had been slaves in 

Egypt and God redeemed them. “Give to them as the Lord your God has blessed you.” We 

too have been redeemed by God. We were slaves to sin and Christ has set us free (Romans 

6). Besides salvation, in what other ways has God blessed you? How does your love and care 

for others compare to God’s blessings for you?    
 

 

 

READ THE NT: Mark 7 


