
DAVID THE KING: END OF ABSALOM 

Sunday, February 7 

Reading: 2 Samuel 18:1 – 19:8 
 

2 Samuel 18:5  The king commanded Joab, Abishai and Ittai, “Be gentle with the young man Absalom for 

my sake.” And all the troops heard the king giving orders concerning Absalom to each of the commanders.  

6  David’s army marched out of the city to fight Israel, and the battle took place in the forest of Ephraim.  

7  There Israel’s troops were routed by David’s men, and the casualties that day were great—twenty 

thousand men. 
 

The climactic battle occurs in the forest of Ephraim. David is determined to go out and fight with 

his army. But wiser heads prevail and convince David to stay in city. To lose the battle is one 

thing; to lose the king would be the end. Before the battle, David instructs his commanders to 

“be gentle with the young man Absalom for my sake.” Even though Absalom is trying to kill his 

father, David still loves his son. 

 

A fierce battle ensues with many casualties on both sides. But David’s forces win the day and 

Absalom flees. As he is escaping on his mule his hair is caught in the branches of a tree. A 

soldier reports to Joab that Absalom is hanging from an oak tree. Ignoring David’s orders, Joab 

kills Absalom on the spot. When David hears the news of his son’s death, he goes into deep 

mourning. 

 

David’s mourning was so great that the victorious army sneaks back into the city like those “who 

are ashamed when they flee from battle.” Instead of the joyful welcome they deserved, they were 

ignored.  

 

Joab goes to confront David about his foolish choices. He warns David that the army will desert 

him if he continues to “love those who hate you and hate those who love you.” His neglect of 

those who saved him would drive the nation into another rebellion against David. The king 

wisely accepts Joab’s rebuke and goes to the gate of the city to greet and thank his loyal soldiers. 

 

Because of his grief, David initially showed no appreciation for the soldiers who had saved his 

life and won him back his throne. Have you ever failed to appreciate the efforts of others in your 

life? Is there someone you need to thank today? 

 

While Absalom showed an utter contempt for his father (see 16:20-22), David still had a loving 

father’s heart for Absalom. Though David had not always shown it, he loved his son despite all 

he had done. Parents, do you keep loving your children despite what they do? You should not 

condone sin in their lives, but you can still love them and try to bring them back to the right way. 
 


