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Matthew 26:47  While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived. With him was a large crowd armed  

with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests and the elders of the people. 48  Now the betrayer had arranged  

a signal with them: “The one I kiss is the man; arrest him.” 49  Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, “Greetings,  

Rabbi!” and kissed him. 50  Jesus replied, “Do what you came for, friend.” Then the men stepped forward, seized  

Jesus and arrested him. 

 

To many, Judas Iscariot is the ultimate villain. The moment of Judas’ kiss betraying Jesus to His enemies is 

forever immortalized in art and film. Opinions regarding Judas Iscariot range from that of Dante’s Inferno 

where Judas is placed in the lowest circle of hell being gnawed on by Satan himself to the recently discovered 

“Gospel of Judas” that portrays him as the hero, the only disciple who was truly committed to Christ – a view 

that runs contrary to Scripture. 

 

Judas is a central figure in Matthew 26-27.  He is always compared and contrasted with others in the story. 

While the woman (John tells us it is Mary the sister of Martha and Lazarus) worships Jesus by anointing Him 

with costly perfume, Judas agrees to deny Christ for thirty pieces of silver, the price of a slave (26:6-16).  At the 

Last Supper, Peter vows he is ready to die for Christ, while Judas asks hypocritically if he is the betrayer (26:17-

35).  In the garden, Judas betrays Jesus with a kiss while Peter (according John’s gospel) whips out his sword to 

defend his Lord (26:47-56).  After his denials Peter weeps bitter tears of repentance (26:69-75), while Judas, 

feeling guilty over what he has done, throws the money back at the chief priests and hangs himself (27:1-5). 

 

We know that Judas’ “I have sinned” was not true repentance for true repentance leads to forgiveness and 

salvation (2 Corinthians 7:10).  Judas was merely sorry for how bad his betrayal made him feel. If he had a 

“wept bitterly” over his sin as Peter did, the Lord would have forgiven him. After following Jesus for several 

years, seeing all the miracles, hearing all His teaching, Judas never really believed in Christ and so ended his 

own life instead of turning to the only One who could save him. 

 

Before we come down too hard on poor Judas, let’s take a look at our own lives.  How many times have we 

betrayed Jesus by the words we say or the way we act? How many times have we “sold out” our faith for the 

world’s “thirty pieces of silver?” We need to remember that we are all responsible for the death of Christ. It was 

the betrayal of our sins that sent Him to the cross. All believers are “ultimate villains” saved by God’s grace. 

 

The life of Judas is a warning to all of us that knowing about Jesus or even looking and acting like a Christian 

on the outside does not mean we are saved. We can know all the facts and even believe in our heads what the 

Bible says and still be lost because we have never allowed Jesus to change our hearts. 
 

 


