
JESUS: THE LIFTED UP ONE 

Wednesday, February 6 

Reading: John 12:27-43 
 

John 12:31  Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out.  

32  And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33  He said this to show  

the kind of death he was going to die. 
 

As in the garden of Gethsemane, here we see a bit of Jesus’ humanity as He is troubled over the 

cross that lies ahead. But He knows that the cross was the purpose for which He had come. His 

death would bring God glory. The Father now speaks from heaven to encourage His Son, but the 

crowds don’t have spiritual ears to understand it. 

 

The title “Son of Man” was Jesus’ favorite description of Himself. It was a name for the Messiah 

taken from the prophet Daniel (Daniel 7). To be “lifted up” was a common expression in Jesus’ 

day meaning crucifixion. This confused the crowd because they believed Messiah would set up 

an eternal kingdom. How then was He going to die? 

 

Jesus explained three things that His death would accomplish: (1) the judgment of the world – 

The wicked world system corrupted by sin will be judged because they reject the Savior, (2) the 

defeat of Satan – Jesus’ death and resurrection guarantee that Satan is a defeated foe, (3) the 

salvation of the lost – It is not Jesus’ sinless life, perfect example, or divine teachings that will 

draw people to salvation. The heart of the gospel message is Jesus being lifted up on the cross to 

die for our sins. 

 

LESSON ONE: “Voice from Heaven.” The crowd explained God’s voice as thunder or possibly 

an angel. They did not understand the message or the One who was speaking it. The problem 

with people then and today is not that God is silent, but that sinners are deaf to His voice. The 

apostle Paul would later write, “The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that 

come from the Spirit of God but considers them foolishness, and cannot understand them 

because they are discerned only through the Spirit.” (1 Corinthians 2:14). Only those who allow 

the Holy Spirit to work in them will hear God’s voice. Are you allowing the Spirit to teach you 

to understand the things of God? Or do you try to make sense of God’s will and God’s Word 

through your own “human wisdom”? 

 

LESSON TWO: “The Prince of This World.” Satan has control of this world’s system because it 

is warped by sin. But he should not have control of a child of God! Jesus defeated Satan at the 

cross and has given us the Holy Spirit to live in victory over his temptations every day. Are you 

living a victorious Christian life through the power of the Holy Spirit? Or are you allowing Satan 

to defeat you by listening to his voice instead of the Spirit who lives in you? 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Leviticus 21-24; Matthew 28 

DAY 21: THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD! (Psalm 23) 

“For God’s sheep to experience the Shepherd’s care, they must submit, yield, and follow.” 

 


