
I NEED THEE EVERY HOUR 

Sunday, February 6 
 

 

1] I need Thee ev'ry hour,         2] I need Thee ev’ry hour 
Most gracious Lord;       Stay Thou nearby 
No tender voice like Thine       Temptations lose their pow’r 
Can peace afford        When Thou art nigh 

           CHORUS: 
           I need Thee, oh, I need Thee 

    Ev'ry hour I need Thee 
Oh, bless me now, my Savior 
I come to Thee 

3]  I need Thee ev’ry hour       4] I need Thee ev’ry hour 
In joy or pain        Teach me Thy will 
Come quickly and abide       And thy rich promises 
Or life is vain        In me fulfill 

 

Annie Hawks (1836 – 1918)1 had a talent for writing poetry. Her poems were being published in various 
newspapers by the age of fourteen. She married Charles Hawks (a member of a New York banking firm) in 
1859 and soon after moved to Brooklyn where they attended the Hanson Place Baptist Church where Rev. 
Robert Lowry was pastor. He was an accomplished hymn writer himself and saw her gift and encouraged her 
writing. She would write many hymns and Pastor Lowry would put them to music. 
 
“I Need Thee Every Hour” was written in 1872 and is Mrs. Hawks most widely sung hymn. Annie was a wife 
and mother of three children. She describes how the words to the song came to her when she was about her 
daily chores around the home. 
 

"One day as a young wife and mother of 37 years of age, I was busy with my regular household tasks during  
a bright June morning. Suddenly, I became so filled with the sense of nearness to the Master that, wondering  
how one could live without Him, either in joy or pain, these words were ushered into my mind, the thought at  
once taking full possession of me -- 'I Need Thee Every Hour. . . .'" 
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She brought her new 4-verse poem to Rev. Lowry who wrote the music and added the chorus. Later that year, 
Ira Sankey (the musician for Dwight L. Moody’s revivals) used the hymn at the National Baptist Sunday School 
Association Convention and soon it began to appear in various hymnbook publications. Years later, after the 
death of her husband, Annie Hawks reflected on the power her song had on her own life. 
 

"I did not understand at first why this hymn had touched the great throbbing heart of humanity. It was not  
until long after, when the shadow fell over my way, the shadow of a great loss, that I understood something  
of the comforting power in the words which I had been permitted to give out to others in my hour of sweet  
serenity and peace." 
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“I Need Thee Every Hour” reminds us of our dependence on God. If every verse and chorus is sung we repeat 
the phrase “I need Thee” 16 times! The words also encourage us to plead with Him to “stay…nearby” and 
“come quickly and abide.” His presence keeps us from falling when tempted, strengthens us “in joy or pain”, 
and teaches us His “will…and rich promises.” Without a close relationship with the Savior “life is vain.” 
 
May we all pray, “Oh, bless me now, my Savior. I come to Thee.” 
 
“I Need Thee Every Hour” on YouTube - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tM49tKMcrak 

 
1  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annie_Hawks 
2  https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-i-need-thee-every-hou 


