
DEUTERONOMY: WHAT DOES THE LORD ASK 

Thursday, February 6 

Reading: Deuteronomy 10 
 

Deuteronomy 10:12  And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God ask of you but to fear the LORD your 
God, to walk in obedience to him, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul, 13  and to observe the LORD’s commands and decrees that I am giving you today for your own 
good? 

 

In chapters 9 & 10, Moses reminds the Israelites that God is giving them the Promised Land, not 

because of their righteousness, but because of the wickedness of the nations that now live there. 

He reminds them of the many times they had rebelled against the Lord and how he had to plead 

with God not to destroy them. 
 

He reminds the people (and us) of what a believer’s attitude should be toward the Lord. 

1. Fear the Lord (10:12) – This word means to reverence, to stand in awe, to fear. Too often we 

take the Lord for granted or are flippant in our attitude toward Him. This is a dangerous way 

to approach the all-powerful Creator of the universe. 
 

2. Walk in Obedience (10:12) – Our lives are to be marked by obedience to the Lord. The 

picture of walking reminds us that it is a life of consistent, steady faithfulness that honors and 

pleases the Lord, not just occasional service. 
 

3. Love the Lord (10:12) – We do not obey out of a fear of retaliation from God. Love should 

be the motivation of our obedience and service.  
 

4. Serve the Lord (10:12) – A desire to serve God is the natural result of our love. This service 

should not be merely out of duty but the overflow of a heart that loves and fears the Lord. 
 

5. Circumcise your Hearts (10:16) – Israel’s rebellion came from their hard hearts. They needed 

to cut away the stubbornness and rebellion that exists in all human hearts and soften their 

hearts to the Lord. We too can get hard hearts if we do not keep our personal relationship 

with the Lord strong. Our daily walk with God will keep our hearts soft to hear His voice and 

follow His leading. 
 

6. Hold Fast to the Lord (10:20) – This means to cling or stick to something. This word is the 

basis for the modern Hebrew word “glue.” The word is used in Genesis 2:24 of a man and 

wife being united and becoming “one flesh.” We are to stay connected to the Lord, hold on 

tight, and never let go!  
 

7. Praise the Lord (10:21) – When we have the proper attitude toward God we cannot help but 

praise His name.  
 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Deuteronomy 10:8-9 gives a brief sketch of the Levites. They had been set apart by God to 

serve Him. They stood before God to minister and give God’s blessings to the people. The 

tribe of Levi would get no portion of land in the Promised Land like the other tribes. As 

God’s special servants, God Himself was their inheritance. Does this describe your 

relationship with God? Do you represent Him well to others? Are you a blessing in their 

lives? Do you see God as your great reward? 
 

2. This passage expresses the mercy of God who cares for all without partiality (10:17-18). He 

gives freely to all and especially cares for those who cannot help themselves. In light of 

God’s love, we should show this love to those in need as well (10:19). What are you doing to 

extend God’s love to someone in need? 
 
 
 

READ THE NT: Mark 6 


