
DEUTERONOMY: DO NOT FORGET 

Wednesday, February 5 

Reading: Deuteronomy 7-8 
 

Deuteronomy 8:2  Remember how the LORD your God led you all the way in the wilderness these forty 
years, to humble and test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his 
commands. 

 

Through their wilderness wandering, the Israelites had experienced many trials. Too often they 

responded to these trials with complaining and rejection of God’s leadership. They forgot about 

all the blessings God had bestowed on them. He had feed them with manna from heaven. He 

provided for their needs so even their clothing did not wear out. All their trials were not God 

rejecting His people, but showing His love for them and His longing that they return to Him. 

 

Many times, when we stray away from God, it appears God has turned away from us. But in 

reality God is using these trials to bring us back to Himself. Deuteronomy 7 & 8 gives us some 

vital help in keeping the right attitude when trials come. 

 

(1) We need to remember that God is with us and knows our heart better than we do. If we focus 

on the presence and promises of God we will be less likely to fall into bitterness and 

disobedience (7:6-16).  

 

(2) We need to humble ourselves. This means realizing that God knows best and has our best 

interests in mind. Even though painful, His correction will end in us being better and closer to 

Him (8:1-4). 

 

(3) We need to realize that temporal things are not as important as learning and obeying God’s 

Word. We cannot live on the things of this world and expect to remain close to our Father in 

heaven (8:6-18). 

 

(4) We need to recognize that all chastening comes from the love of God. He only wants to bring 

us back into a right relationship with Himself. Understanding this will keep our bad attitudes in 

check and help us to reverence God and walk in His ways (8:5, 19-20). 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. God did not choose Israel because they were so great or because they deserved it. Of all the 

nations, they were the smallest and poorest – slaves to Egypt. Yet God loved them and 

fulfilled His promises to Abraham and the fathers. Moses calls this God’s “covenant of love.” 

God is faithful and blesses His people. This is why He warns against compromise with the 

wicked people of Canaan. He knows that they would lead Israel away from Him. That is also 

why He tells Christians that “friendship with the world is enmity with God” (James 4:4). We 

cannot live for the Lord AND live like the world. Where does your heart lie? 
 

2. Success and prosperity can be dangerous things. God was going to give the Israelites cities 

and houses they did not build, wells they did not dig and vineyards they did not plant (Deut. 

6:10-11). When they experienced this prosperity they would be tempted to take credit for 

their own success. We have that same temptation today. The solution is to praise God for His 

blessings (8:10), remember all that He has done for you (8:14-16), and keep in mind that it is 

God “who gives you the ability to produce wealth” (8:18). How do you handle success? Do 

you thank God for His blessings? Do you use those blessings to advance God’s kingdom and 

give Him glory? 

 

READ THE NT: Mark 5 


