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Matthew 25:40   ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of 

mine, you did for me.’  
 

Amy Carmichael was far from a predictable missionary! As pastor/author Warren Wiersbe put it, 

“We like ministry work to be carried out in such a predictable way that there can be no surprises, 

no changes, no unexpected decisions to pioneer new territory for the gospel…But Amy 

Carmichael was not put together that way…She knew what God wanted her to do, and she did 

it.” 
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Amy was born in Ireland on December 16, 1867. Her family took the things of the Lord very 

seriously and Amy accepted Christ as Savior as a teenager. Her heart for those in need began at 

home in Belfast. She began a ministry to the poor girls who worked in the mills called ‘Shawlies’ 

because they could not afford hats so they used their shawls instead. Amy moved to this poor 

community and lived and taught there. She determined not to seek financial support or 

volunteers but to pray and rely on God to provide. And He did! She was able to build the 

“Welcome Hall” where hundreds of Shawlies would come, worship, and learn about Jesus. 

 

In 1887, Amy heard Hudson Taylor speak about the need for missionaries. God made it clear to 

her that she was to answer that call. She trained with Taylor’s China Inland Mission but was 

rejected because of her poor health. Undaunted, Amy continued to pursue God’s call and 

eventually sailed for India in 1895. She would spend the next 50+ years there until she died in 

January of 1951. 

 

In 1901 her ministry changed when a seven-year-old girl named Preena came to the missionary 

compound begging for protection. She had escaped from one of the Hindu temples. Amy learned 

that Indian parents sometimes sold their children to the temples to work as slaves and prostitutes 

to earn money for the priests (a practice that was not outlawed in India until 1948). 
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“Infuriated by what Satan was doing to these dear girls, Amy declared war. How many battles she fought on her 

knees, wrestling for the bodies and souls of these helpless children! How many times she and her associates 

risked their lives, and faced arrest and imprisonment, in order to snatch some pleading child from the jaws of 

defilement and destruction.” 
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She would care for the girls she rescued and teach them the Bible. And they would call her 

Amma (the Tamil word for ‘mother’). By 1913, her Dohvavur Fellowship was caring for 130 

girls. In 1918 a home for boys rescued from the temples was opened as well. “She prayed men 

and women into places of service, trusting the Lord to prepare them, provide for them, and 

protect them.” 
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 In 1931, Amy had a serious fall that left her bedridden for the last 20 years of 

her life. But she wrote books (over 30), prayed, and continued to direct the ministry from her 

room. She wrote, “Prayer is the core of the day. Take prayer out, and the day would collapse.”
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Amy Carmichael died at age 83 and was buried in India. Not wanting a gravestone, a bird bath 

stands over her grave with the single inscription “Amma” carved on it.
2
 

 

 
 

1  
Warren Wiersbe. 50 People Every Christian Should Know, p 300 

2  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amy_Carmichael 
3
  Wiersbe, 303 

4
  https://www.azquotes.com/author/17654-Amy_Carmichael/tag/prayer 

 


