
DAVID THE KING: ESPIONAGE IN ACTION 

Friday, February 5 

Reading: 2 Samuel 16:15 – 17:29 
 

2 Samuel 17:14  Absalom and all the men of Israel said, “The advice of Hushai the Arkite is better than  

that of Ahithophel.” For the LORD had determined to frustrate the good advice of Ahithophel in order to  

bring disaster on Absalom.  
 

While David and his entourage slowly head for the Jordan River, Absalom enters Jerusalem in 

triumph. Hushai greets Absalom and convinces the usurper that he is now on his side. Absalom’s 

first action is to prove he is now the king by sleeping with David’s concubines who had been left 

behind in full view of all the people. Thus the words of God through Nathan were literally 

fulfilled:   
 

'Out of your own household I am going to bring calamity upon you. Before your very eyes I will take your  

wives and give them to one who is close to you, and he will lie with your wives in broad daylight. You did  

it in secret, but I will do this thing in broad daylight before all Israel'" (2 Samuel 12:11-12) 
 

Ahithophel had been David’s wisest and most trusted advisor. His advice to Absalom was to 

attack David now while he is still on the run. This was very sound military advice that would 

have caught David off guard and unprepared for battle. Hushai knows that he must think fast to 

save David and those with him. Using flattery and Absalom’s own vanity against him, Hushai 

councils Absalom to wait until he can gather all of Israel and then lead the attack against David 

himself. He suggests that to attack now would be like attacking a bear protecting her cubs and a 

defeat would mean doom for Absalom’s cause. 

 

Absalom listens to Hushai and follows his advice which gives David time to get across the river 

and escape. Hushai then gets word back to David through the “spy network” the king had left 

behind. Ahithophel is so sure that Absalom’s rebellion will now fail that he goes home and kills 

himself. 

 

Why did David’s best advisor betray him to join Absalom’s rebellion? We cannot be sure but it 

may also be tied to David’s sin with Bathsheba. When we compare 2 Samuel 11:3 and 23:34 we 

discover that Bathsheba was Ahithophel’s granddaughter! Is it possible that Ahithophel was 

upset with the way David had treated his granddaughter and her husband and took this 

opportunity to “get even.” If this is true (and it is just a suggestion) it teaches us an important 

lesson. When we do not deal with the broken relationships caused by our sin they may come 

back to haunt us later! Do you have any broken relationships you need to mend? 

 

With all the political intrigue and military confrontations in these chapters, it might be easy to 

miss the sovereignty of God. But in the midst of everything we find that “the Lord had 

determined to frustrate the good advice of Ahithophel in order to bring disaster on Absalom” 

(17:14). Even when things appear out of control, we can have confidence that God is still in 

control and working out His purposes. 
 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Numbers 1-4; Mark 2 


