
PERSISTANCE IN PRAYER 

Friday, February 4 

Reading: Luke 18:1-8 
 

Luke 18:1  Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up. 
 

Reformer Martin Luther once said, “To be a Christian without prayer is no more possible than to 

be alive without breathing.” 

 

In this parable Jesus’ uses a negative example to explain a positive point. In New Testament 

times, there was no court house but a traveling judge who would go from city to city to hear 

cases. He would decide which cases he would hear and which ones he would ignore. Sometimes 

he had a group of assistants who aided him in this task. The system often lent itself to corruption 

and bribery to get your case heard. This judge certainly is on the corrupt side of the spectrum. 

This was usually a religious position yet this judge “did not fear God.” He also did not “care 

what people thought.” A judge’s duty is to deliver justice – but not this judge! He was in it for 

himself! 

 

The poor widow had several obstacles to overcome. She was a woman and women did not go to 

court! They had little to no standing in Jewish law. Second, she was a widow and thus had no 

husband to stand with her before the judge. Third, she was undoubtedly poor and thus could not 

even bribe the assistants to get them to draw the judge’s attention to her case. She had but one 

weapon to get the judge to help her - - - persistence. She would pester and irritate the judge until 

he finally had to help her. 

 

Jesus is not saying that God is like this unjust judge nor are believers like the widow.  In fact, He 

is saying just the opposite. Jesus is pointing out contrasts. This judge had no relationship with the 

widow, yet believers are God’s “chosen ones.” The judge finally helped the widow because of 

annoyance. Our heavenly Father is loving and will give justice quickly. Jesus’ point is that surely 

God will answer the prayers of His people, so they must never give up on prayer.  

 

Humans have a tendency to quit something that does not appear to be working. We can quit on 

prayer if we don’t seem to get our prayers answered. But God’s timetable is not ours. Disciples 

must be persistent in prayer knowing that God loves us and only wants the best for us. Jesus’ 

closing question ties this parable back into the previous discussion about Jesus’ return (Luke 

17:26-37). It is a challenge for His followers to be faithful in prayer as they wait for Jesus to 

come again. 

 

Do you stop praying when God’s answer seems to be delayed? Remember that God’s timing is 

different than ours. He will accomplish His purpose according to His plan. We must be persistent 

and believe that God’s will is best even if it does not match ours. 
 

Ephesians 6:18  And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, 

be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. 

 

Romans 12:12  Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 

 

READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT:  Luke 5-6 


