
DEUTERONOMY: THE SHEMA 

Tuesday, February 4 

Reading: Deuteronomy 6 
 

Deuteronomy 6:4  Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5  Love the LORD your God with  

all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 6  These commandments that I give you  

today are to be on your hearts. 7  Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home  

and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 8  Tie them as symbols on  

your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 9  Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on  

your gates. 
 

The shema is the cornerstone of Judaism. Shema means ‘hear.’ This statement (6:4-5) stands at 

the heart of the Jewish faith. It is prayed at least twice every day by faithful Jews. It begins with 

a statement of one God. All the nations around them had many gods and idols they worshipped. 

Adding one more god was no problem for them. But Israel was to be different! They were to 

remember that there is only One true God and they were to worship Him alone. 

 

The next statement dealt with their relationship to the One true God. They were to love Him with 

every fiber of their being. Jesus called this the greatest commandment for if we love God with all 

our hearts, we will also love others as God loves them. The greatest way to know and love God 

is by keeping His Word on your heart! We do not obey God merely out of duty (I have too) or 

fear (I’m afraid of God if I don’t). We obey out of love for the Lord and an understanding of His 

Word. 

 

The final statement stresses the importance of teaching the truths of God to their children. 

Knowing who God is and how we are to love Him must be passed down from generation to 

generation. It must be involved in every aspect from home life to our life in the world (“walk 

along the road”). 

 

Moses wanted to be sure that when he was gone, these people would not forget God and all He 

had done for them. He did not want them to get sucked into the pagan culture of the nations 

around them. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. What does it mean to love God with all your heart, soul, and strength? 

 

2. How are you passing your faith down to the next generation? Can your children  and 

grandchildren see your faith in your home? Do you spend time reading the Word and praying 

together as a family? 

 

3. Moses told the Israelites to tie God’s commandments to their hands and foreheads and write 

them on their doorframes and gates. What evidence is there in your home of your love for 

God? Is your faith visible by the way you talk, live, and reach out to others? 

 

4. Are there things of the world that have crept into your daily life that might hinder or distort 

your testimony? What might God be telling you to do about it? 
 

 

 

READ THE NT: Mark 4 


