
DAVID THE KING: STICKS & STONES 

Thursday, February 4 

Reading: 2 Samuel 16:1-14 
 

2 Samuel 16:12  “It may be that the LORD will look upon my misery and restore to me his covenant 

blessing instead of his curse today.” 13  So David and his men continued along the road while Shimei  

was going along the hillside opposite him, cursing as he went and throwing stones at him and showering  

him with dirt. 14  The king and all the people with him arrived at their destination exhausted. 
 

The old proverb says, “Sticks and stones may break my bones, but words will never hurt me.” In 

real life, however, we know that words can hurt just as much as physical attacks. David is about 

to experience some harsh words as he flees from Jerusalem and the rebellion of his son Absalom. 

 

David had set plans into motion to save his life, the life of his family, and his loyal followers. He 

had set in place a “spy network” with Hushai in Absalom’s court and the two sons of the priests 

as runners to get information to David (15:32-37). Now he and his party continue on their rushed 

journey into exile. 
 

But David continued up the Mount of Olives, weeping as he went; his head was covered and he was barefoot. 

All the people with him covered their heads too and were weeping as they went up (2 Samuel 15:30). 
 

As he reaches the top of the Mount of Olives David confronts two discouraging events. First, he 

receives news that Mephibosheth has remained in Jerusalem hoping to be restored to the throne 

(16:1-4). While this claim of Ziba will later prove to be false (see 2 Samuel 19), it must have hurt 

to think that this son of Jonathan whom David had shown such great love and mercy would 

betray him. 

 

Next the king is cursed by Shimei, a relative of King Saul. As David’s band moves along the 

road, Shimei follows along the hilltop throwing stones and shouting. He accuses David of being 

a murderer (lit. ‘man of blood’) and a scoundrel (lit. ‘man of Beliel’; a worthless person). He 

proclaims that God is punishing David for his ‘sins’ against the family of Saul.  

 

Abishai, David’s nephew and Joab’s brother, seeks to silence this Benjamite. “Why should this 

dead dog curse my lord the king? Let me go over and cut off his head.” David, however, has a 

different attitude. Though he knows Shimai’s accusations were unjustified, he also knows that he 

has shed much blood, most recently that of Uriah the Hittite. Unlike his rage over Nabal’s abuse 

(1 Samuel 25), David is patient and tolerates Shimei’s verbal assaults. He orders that he be left 

alone. He prays that God may look upon his misery and restore His blessings in return. 

 

It is difficult to maintain your composure when you are criticized unjustly. It can be a real 

physical and emotional drain. If you cannot stop personal criticism, it is best to just ignore it. To 

engage in a heated debate usually does not end well. Remember that God knows and honors your 

suffering and patience and He will vindicate those who are in the right in His time and in His 

way. Until then, hang in there! And trust in God to get you through. 
 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Leviticus 25-27; Mark 1 


