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Reading: Matthew 25 
 

Matthew 25:31  “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit  
on his glorious throne. 32  All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people  
one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33  He will put the sheep on his 
right and the goats on his left. 34  “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are 
blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the 
world. 35  For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me some-
thing to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36  I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was 
sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ 

 

The story is told of Martin of Tours who was a Roman soldier and a Christian. One freezing day 

a beggar asked him for alms. Martin had no money, but, seeing the man blue with cold, he ripped 

his soldier’s cloak in half and gave one part to the beggar. That night he had a dream. He saw 

Jesus in the courts of heaven, wearing half his cloak. He heard an angel ask, ‘Master, why are 

You wearing that battered old cloak? Who gave it to You?’ And Jesus replied, ‘My servant 

Martin gave it to Me.’ 
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This story illustrates Jesus point in the final parable of His Olivet Discourse (Matthew 24-25).  In 

this climactic scene, Jesus describes what will happen when He returns to set up His Millennial 

Kingdom.  At that time, the Great Shepherd will judge the nations, some receiving commend-

ation and others punishment.  The interesting thing is that these people are judged not for their 

theology or faith, but for their actions.  This does not mean they are saved by their good works, 

but that their good deeds demonstrate that they were already citizens of the kingdom. 

 

It is interesting to notice that both the sheep and the goats are surprised by Jesus’ words.  For the 

faithful sheep, serving others in their need seemed the natural thing to do.  They are surprised to 

learn they had actually done it for Jesus.  These saints will enter the kingdom and enjoy the 

blessings prepared for them 

 

Likewise, the worthless goats are surprised by their condemnation.  They did not feel helping 

others was their job.  Their selfish lifestyle caused them to ignore the cries of those around them.  

These will enter into eternal punishment that was prepared for the devil and his angels. 

 

Besides being a picture of the end times, this parable is also a reminder for people today.  The 

best evidence of our faith in Christ is the love we show to others - particularly those in need.   

 

In the end, it is not our knowledge, correct theology, or programs that will ultimately reach 

people for Christ.  It is our love that will show the world that we are His disciples (John 13:35).  

Whether it be giving a cup of cold water in His name, reaching out to a hurting friend or 

neighbor, or extending aid across the globe, when we show His love to others we are doing it for 

Him! 
 

  

 

 

 

 
1
  Bible Speaks Today: the Gospel According to Matthew; 24:1 note 

 


