
HEART OF WORSHIP 

Sunday, February 3 

Reading John 12:1-11 
 

John 12:3  Then Mary took about a pint of pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus’  

feet and wiped his feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.  
 

A short period of time has elapsed between chapters 11 and 12. We are now entering Passion 

Week. It is the Saturday before Passover and Jesus is invited to a supper in Bethany. While the 

supper is in honor of Jesus, the presence of Lazarus was also a big draw. Many people came to 

see the “resurrected man” as much as to see Jesus (v. 9). Martha is again seen serving. While we 

usually focus on Mary’s act of worship, Martha’s act of service was just as honorable and 

acceptable to the Lord. 

 

Mary’s act of sacrifice stuns the guests at the dinner. The cost of her worship was extravagant.  

The perfume was made from an herb imported all the way from India. It cost a full year’s wages, 

yet Mary lavished it all in her worship of Christ. Her worship also cost something to her 

reputation. A Jewish woman would never let her hair down in public. To do so was considered 

improper at best, immoral at worst. But Mary was not concerned with what others thought. She 

would give all she had for her Lord.   

 

Judas Iscariot rises in protest of this “waste.” In hindsight, John tells us Judas’ actions were out 

of greed not concern for the poor. But at that moment, none of the disciples would have 

suspected Judas’ true motives. Matthew’s gospel tells us that the other disciples join Judas in this 

complaint and Mark says they attack Mary directly. 

 

Jesus quickly comes to Mary’s defense. Jesus saw her actions as a beautiful expression of love 

and devotion to Him. We do not know how much Mary understood about Jesus’ coming death, 

but she knew that when it occurred there would be nothing she could do. While Jesus’ disciples 

seemed to ignore Jesus’ predictions concerning His death, Mary takes them to heart and 

worships Him while she can. 

 

LESSON ONE: “Heart of Worship.” Mary’s worship ignored public opinion and the cost to her 

reputation and pocketbook. She gave her all in love and worship to Jesus. Do we have this same 

devotion and love in our worship? Does our love for Jesus cost us anything? 

 

LESSON TWO: “The Poor.” Jesus did not say that believers are to ignore the poor, but that there 

would be plenty of opportunity to care for them. There would not be much time to show love for 

Him as He would die within the week. When reading through the Bible it is impossible to miss 

God’s concern for the poor and needy. As God’s people our first priority is worship and service 

to God. Second is to care for the hurting and downtrodden with the love of Christ. What are you 

doing to help those in need around you? 
 
 
 
 

 
DAY 18: THE LORD IS MY COUNSELOR! (Psalm 16) 

“If the Lord is our safe place and the ruler of our lives, there is no fear in 

submitting to His loving counsel.” 

 


